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The Mill¢ Hotel N.Y.
Sept. 14, 1908

Dear Jessie:

I had a nice letter from you the other day which, as al-
ways, 1 greatly appreciated. I have just written a letter to
Memma, which explains how I happen to be in the mood to write
two letters in one evening. Keeping this reason in mind you
will read this letter with a good deal of sympathy for the
state of despondency induced by lonesomeneass which ocould lead
one to write two such silly letters at a sitting., (I have
assumed that this is going to be a silly letter, there is no
doudt about the silliness of the one thet is completed). I told
Mamma about some of the things that did and daidn't happen to-
day end if she does not burn the letter after she reads it you
may eventually get it frorm her, It ocontains one plece of sur-
prising information which Anna also knows about. If Mamma
should consider this letter more or less unfit for publication
and destroy it snd you should strongly desire to know what this
interesting item is you will have to possess your soul in pat-
ience until about the first of April next (All Pools day as
Anne has justly remarked.) By this time the thing will not be
any secret and Anna cannot reproach me with having betrayed
her econfidence. Ferhaps you had better send this letter to
Vamma and ask her to forward it to Anns so she mey feel quite
sure I have not told anyone but Kamma. There are some people
so suspicious that they must twist an entirely innocent remark
into something whieh is quite different from that intended to
be conveyed and I weant her to have visual proof that I have
sald nothing in this letter about IT,

I have told Mamma a little of my experience to-day. I
will write you what happened yes-erday. Other interesting
things happened on the days befcre but the me-ory of much of
them is gone with the days. The most that is left ir &n im-
pression of very happy almost carefree days that do nct down
with every sun now in the dull middle age in whioh I live.
Saturday we planncd to go to Mr. Beacon eighteen rilen away,
the highest mountain in the neighdorhood (1800 ft.) the plece
where signal fires were built during revolutionary times, A
cable road runs straight up the steeply sloping side. Wc
planned to get up along about three or eight ofelock and we
did. ¥With Leslie's help and mine it 4id not take Anna more
then two hours to do what she alone could have done in one so
about ten o'clock we left behind the rough streets of the town
for the beautiful country oiled State roads. A green country
with swelling hills around which wind pleasant roads along
which we glide, stopping now and then to steel a few epples,
now through sunshine sprinkled woods, then by a waterfall or
a leke., Everywhere old-fashioned well preserved country homes
and frequently the splendid palaces of the lucky rich. Two or
three good solidly built, irregular towns of 5 to 10 thousend.
About noon we reached Fishkill and the foot of the incline.
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“Leaving the automobile we slipped up the side of the mountain
snd as we rose a splendid expanse of fog lay stretched befors
us, Through its enshouuding folds we cou'!d still see however
the maplike country with the winding patohlike roeds eonverg-
ing to Fishkil below. ¥e should have seen Matewan (or "Van
Loike that") and other towns and villages and the incomparable
and notodbementionedinthesamebreath-with Fississippi Rudscn
but the grey pall blinded us., At the top of the incline Leslie
ecompleined of ringing ears and deefness. I 4id not feel this
but did experience 2 plentiful secarcity of breath before we
reached the monument after a olimb of 300 ft.from the top of
the incline. Anna felt neither of these gensations but com-
Plained of trembling "limtsa", She 41da not say whether this
unpleasant feeling was in the forelimbs or the hind limbs and
my shrinking modesty prevented me from asking h:r, but I strongly
suspect it was her legs. Leslie lurged the basket and I care-
fully assisted the girl when I ecould keep up with her, thus
saved myself fror an awkward fall as I elung to her fore limb.

We reached the summit and inhaled a few barrels cf ozone,
also some tobacco smoke and finally descended a few feet on the
opposite side of the mountain to that on whieh the ascent wes
made. Here we decided to entablish a temporsry home on e
shelving flat rook. It contained ir the oenter a kitehen. "What
is home without a ketchen?” Answer "It is a boasrding house”,
Separated from this by a bush wall was the dining room which
conteined but one chair (or rather a chair-back) a convenient
stone a couple of feet in diameter. On the other side of the
kitchen an airy chamber luxiourly carpeted with "lush"™ green -
brown grass. The walls and ceilings were fog gray beautiful
pietures of many-hued woods and leke and rocky hillside
beautified (I beg perdon for such vulgar English., I should
have said "made beautiful®™) the walls., Leslie climbed down to
the reservoir with coffeepot and peil for water. Hevinc -otten
this he had reclimbed a hunired feet he espi¢d a pump. Consider-
ing this an infailable sign of water, presumably purer than
ordinary frog-pond water, he poured out what he had to make
the humiliating and nnguiahed discovery a moment later that the
purp had no 1limd (perheps I may say Hand-le). Returning s sadder
also a wise end likewise a tired man he refilled his receptacles
and olimbing up to Anna and me ‘n the shelf found the hearth-
stone bright with the home-fire. e soon had the coffee boil-
ing and we had to keep it boiling an interminadble while to get
a modicum of the strength from the berries (8o greatly was the
boiling point lowered by the pressure.

The first and last meal in the new home was irreverently
opened by a joke from frivolous Lesrlie who said "'hy is this
region dangerous.” (I didn't reply because I 34id not hapren
to think of it just then "because Anne is here"), but hc said
it was because Fiahkill on one side and Catskill on the other.
Judging by the curling waves of laughter thet radiat¢ ' from
this home-spot and overflowed the hillsides wit end hurmor must
have been easy flow or perhaps it was only that commor things
were illuminated and made beautiful by the light cf love and
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goodfellowship. Al{'l{ I have forgotten most of them. Anna
recalled with jomful mirth a paraphrase of mine on Dolley
when on the preceding day I bhad got a par'icle of gravel in
my eye while riding. I said “"The nixt time I feel like tak-
ing a ride in an autymodile I'1]l put a gravel-stone in my

eye and take the rocking-chair.” Did I say we went to the
grassy floored living room where Anna seated herself in: the
exact center of the universe with Leslie on one side smoking
and lounging, I supinely stretokhed at and close to her feet.
Thus if you please, since this is ocur short hour to be senti-
mentel and poetical the group representing a human home of
whioh the center and inspiring eause is the woman, supported
on either side by a man, ope representing strength and the
other adoring admiration, ®hich represented which I will not
say and if you guess rightly you will only be half right.

But I make the story tco long. ¥e reached home safely,
slipping softly through the darkening day. When aggravated
by the increasing ohill of night Anna's eough began to troubdble
- Leslie and I (and incidentully Anna), it was my eoat that
shielded her as Leslie's duties as Captein of the ship and
helmsman put him at a deadvantage in the race to see who
could oblige her first. Un reaching l'oughkeepsie we had to
go some blooks out of our way to see the old home imperfectly
through the dark.

Very incorpletely and I fear quite inadequately I have
tried to tell the story of one day. Necessarily alrost all
that rade it memorable has been omitted or merely suggested.
I have seen the bright sunshine not only feel bdut look eold,
its warmth only a half believed memory. But someway this
figgy day was illumingted and glorified ty the purple glow of
youth. Did I say or only think that it is barely and hour
until train time and I must get throuzh this unfamiliar eity,
a distence of severel miles, All the rest I would write
another time but it will be too indistinctly remembered or
time will not allow or the mood will have changed., I hrve
not heard from Ma for several dayes. I hope the improvement
pmentioned then as decided, still ocontinues undiminished ana
intensified.

With love to all,
Papa
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| Otis, Ind. July 3, 1909
Dear Mary:

I am on the train after an interesting day in the
woods here with Dr. Cowles and his class. 29 of us today.
He is a fine fellow and I think I can get just what I want
from him, It is half past five and I think it will teke us
a couple of houre to get to Chioapo as this is a smooth rosd
and I have nothing in Earticular to 40 I guess I will utilize
some of the time by writing you., There is so much to tell
if I hed time that I am disocouraged from trying to write it.
I em s0 extremely busy that I have herdly time to eat amd I
get nothing done on the Book., If I had gottern here when the
term started I would have been comfortably dusy every hour
of the day. They give me all I could ask for dut the reading
and notes and papers of one sort and another don't leave much
time for play. The other day I went to Chicego as I had to
heve some things and I finelly got & suit of clothes for
which I paid $30. The stuff was good and the elothes were
well rade and I eoneluded finally T had better get them. All
I have are getting shaddy. Among the things I got was a
Gillette rezo snd when I got home I went streight to the
barber and had my beard teken off, %When I got through with
this operation I wes surprised end not agreeably. ¥y rirst
thought was you look like a circus clown who has pretended
to be funny all his life dDut has been too censcious all the
time that l1ife was a good deal more of a tragedy than a comedy.
Then I thought you look like an o0ld actor. There were two deep
furrows that ran fro~ the nose to the corners of the mouth.
Theze I was consciour of before the beard wes gone but they
were much more pronounced after the beard was removed. (The
mustache went too, the barber tryines to make the best of a bad
business advised the removal of the mustache as it was so-
straggling. Farther out on tre cheeke ware two curved wrinkles
thet hed been hidden by the beard. These gave me the appear-
ance of laughing while the first lcoked tragic. %o it was a
serip-oothic face such as I heve seldom seen. Whimsieel and
humorous t¢ a degres. “hen ¥iss Gano first saw me she rad
the surprise of her life probadbly. 3he sald from the side
I was 3ir Henry Irving though mhe 414 not like my front ele-
vation. This confirmed me in my opinion that I looked like
an o0ld blasd actor of the Sol Smith Russell type. She said
it wea a remarkadble face and with such a fece I ought to do
something remarkable. OShe meant of course remarkably uely,
not homely, but ugly. Xy landlady when she saw re first
said "Well it will be cocler anyhow", The barber asaid you
will surprise yourself when you look in the gladd. His guess
wes ell right. T was surprised and pained. The idea of such
& face belonging to a sober, decert, ocommonplace mehool teacher.

I recd 0ple barely all thes re b
;GKQEHS a£daRoe" iﬁi:c c';-‘ mi . gpoeo%plt.er 1:3_: 3% {4 not l!trey ’tahae “experi-
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ment in Tallahassee. 1t is bad enough tc get used to yourself
under such eircumstences but to endure the surprise, and pity,
and diglike and ridicule of your friends at the same time would
be pretty hard. T en inclined to think now that there should

be law egainst a man's baving his beard removed after he had worn
it long encugh for his friends to forget him, Having now made
the plunge I hate to go back but I don't know, T guess I will
experiment a little more,

¥ell T have not seen Mane yet., T will try to see him
tomorrow morning. Sunday is the only possible time I can spare
ard this but seldorm urless I can menage my work better., I changed
Bot. 21 for Zool. 18 as it appears likely that 1 oan get credit
better for my Stanford work here {f T gat in with tre Zocol.man.
- I 1ike Dr. Shellford. He looks like a boy of 22 or 25. He seesms
very kind and is giving me unusual favora. The gourse i= a minor
but he is going to give me extra reading and allow me to do as
much or little of the fleld work s I choome snd eount it a doubdble
minor. This will give me the majors for the three months work
and I think the work that I gan do in Fla. will be worth rore
then any work dorne here to advence me in my course so I hope if
things go well to get the ¥h.D. in a couple cf years with 1ittle
or no more residence work. 1t is entirely out of the question
for me %0 4o anything with ry Stanford work dbut I amgoins to
show {t to some of the men here and I think it will help me.
Dr. Cowles snys they have no practicular requirements here for
the Doctor's degree but give it after they are satisfied an
applicant can 4o productive work. Altogether I think I am doing
about the best I can thoug: it is going to cost more than I ex-
pected, the $150 is for the summer trip not for the stay for
the present term, If Misa Gano and I could get the book Gone
and think it would he a decided helr. The weather has been de-
cidedly cocl for several days. I am glad Lo hear that Per jorie
is poing east with Fmama eand I hope she will make out a very
Pleasant summer. T hope ¥arrer mnd '"elocim are in better shape
by the time this reaches you.

Well it im 6:50 end T guess we arc getting in the
neighdborhood of Englewood. I was &bout to sey whcn we resched the
station and I had to get off. I reached home and went out tc get
e suit of clothes that I left to be pressed and wher I pot to
work Dane e¢ame in. He im looking well and I think he is doing
pretty well but it is too late today tu tell you abcut it mrd it
is too uncertain to start to tell it tonight. be makes about
£125 a month., I {ntended to 20 to see L1 tomcrrow but sfter
seeing him T concluded it would suit Anna better maybe if I did
not virit them till after payday w5 they are going to move and
éan't move till payday which is the 17th. So T will not go out
there for a ocouple of wiekr. I pot & letter from Uncle Cherlie
tonight asking re to teke dinner with him some night next week.

I will do thet and T thirk I hed better go tc ded now. "y

eyes give me some trcuble end I do not like to work them too hard.
I will write you more ebcut Dane the next time I write. Fe says

he is not drinking now except beer and that he has no anxiety

about whiskey. 5Le says he drinks a glass nov and ther but never
gets under the influence of it any more and has no fear that hLe
will. You had better send this to Pa and Jessie I guess as T canft
well spare the time to write ther and I know they want to hear,

Love to all of you. Hime



Chicago July 20, 1909.
My dear Feople,

I have an important letter to write ooneerning a
radicel change in my plans for work and as I want ycu all to
xncw some thing ebout it and es time is to precicus to spend
in duplicating letters I sm moing to reaorz to my old exped-
fent of writing a joint letter. In dbrief I ar golng to pive
up the Cansda trip with Dr. Cowles and make the itanford work
in the wings of othoptera my principel work and stay bere and
work at it as long as I ean. The way the thing came about is
sorething like this. I heve alweys been pretty sure I bead a
good thing but I have said 1ittle about it becruse I was afraid
soneons would ?et the idec and beat me to the goal. I have hed
this 1dea oonfirmed by what the wen here say,they urge re to
finish the work as quickly as possible end publish it es the
basis for my doctor's degres. I am tc heve thc utwost leti-
tude mg to residence and everything else I could ask. All
that is expected of me is to finish tre work and publish it.
¥hen I showed Mias Gano the work she saw ita importance ut
once and immediately began to urge —e tn Arop the idea of
botany as the prirnelpal subjeot and stick to this. I was a
1ittle unwilling to do this because I wanted to get oul ir the
woods for a change and because I had pretty firmly made up ny
mind to work at botany imstead of zoology af T ithoug™i 1 had
s0 much better chance at tris sort of work in lorida. TWher
I showed the work to Lr, ohelford and Neightor his as:istent
they urged re so warmly to go on with it that 1 have fineally
decided to do this. Dr. Shelford seid "That ie e fire plece
of work" and®That i excellent work" end "You have been very
fortunate to stumble on arthing like that", ¥e wented to know
Low meny years T had teen st it, Fverycody else that has seen
{t and I have shown it to a half dozen at least are immedlately
struck with it as an important plece of work. I have always
thought that it was one of the most striking and irrefutable
evidences of evolution that bxs been published in a long time
and I have had this impression confirmed by what the men here
say about it, Cf ccurse it pay dbe diseppolintineg in the end but
I have 176 drawings I believe, at least I have a lot anc ore
of ther is numbered 176 ené they ell gcer to Lell the sere
story. In brief it is tiis. ‘he internal structureof tlre
veins of the orlsr Crthopters ahow that they are all constructcd
on the same plen if their development is studied in forms cf
young &and old end there {3 no possidle exglenation for this thar
that they are all blood relatives, that is they have had a common
ancester. Then T tuink T may bc aBle Lo snow hue grasshoppers
heve come to have winsa that £0léd up like a fan, If I ar not
disarpointed in my expecteticnm thel seers Very likely tkis
will be a really importent pilece of work xrrd I a- very arxious

to get at it,



Chicago, Aug.2nd, 1909

My dear Jesslo,

I am sure I owe you a letter soc I am going to write you
some ascount of my visit to Pane and #nnie Yesterday. I cannot
make it as full as I should like because there is material
enough for a volume of respectable size. I feel sure that
Dickens would have found in the company assembled yesterday
evening as many and as striking types as in Fieckwick papers
for instance. I waited nearly an hour at the gorner of 63rd
and Stony Island before a 8. Vearing cer came along so that
it was between ten and eleven when I reached 5, Chiecagc. Then
I misread Dane's writing and hunted up 8908 2uprior St. when
I should have been looking up the same number on Buffalo Ave,
Their rooms, Dane's directions said, were on the second floor.
I knooked on the only available dcor and an o0ld woman canme to
the door and expressed regret at being unsble to tell me any-
thing about ¥r. MeNeill. Sh¢ was sure she ought to know
sorething about him dbut I gave hcr up in a 1ittle while and
went down stairs. I regretec less her knowing nothing about
Dane because ghe was not dressed with that degree of neatness
with which we are accustored to associate refinement of manners.
In fact I mecounted to myself for the appearance of her down
by guessing while our conversation as in progress that she
must have worn it ever since she was 0ld enough to put on
long dresses. At the foot of the stairsa I met Two rough look-
ing men who like everybody else I met were really much kinder
than they looked. They examined the postel oritically ani were
finally able to put re on the right track. I knookei vainly
on a door that opened on the ptreet and finally made bcld to
oper it and start up stairs. I met Annie coming do®n tc see
if she had heard somsone at the dcor. Up stairs in the kitchen
I met Dane, It happened to be a “unday off for him end they
had slept until 10 oclock and he was finsihirg his breskfaat
whioh appeared to be beer and coffee. I joined him ir drink-
ing the beer., After finishing he and I startecd out for a
walk, Annie declining to accompany us on the ground that she
had to pet dinner, ODune and I walked around the town end
visited Bessemer Fark which is one cf the ¥ree parks whioh the
town boasts, I wish I could tell you about it as it comes
very near being an ideal park for a workineman's town with
free play grounds for small girls and small boys end for men
an} for women, all separate, free library and reading roor,
free bathing p-ol with thousande of free bathing suits that
had been thoroughly anc¢ scientifically oclecned end a free
hall for all kindas of social meetings, pliticel gethrrings
excepted, Ve went home at one o'clocv and found dirner and
Annie waiting. The dinner was very good and well cooked but
the menage was no all that ecould be asked. e had napkins but
no large spoons., %e heaped ourselves to butter with our indi-
vidual knives and helped ourselves to potatoes and other things
with our forks. %e had a pall of beer and I drenk a courle of
glasses. Dane and I smoked and drank beer. Lizzle came in, she

{8 a cousin of annie's adbout 1% and is a bright girl and works
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in a box factory. 86he and her brother Red Mike are deing
dbrought up by Anmie's father who will appear in these truth-
ful ehrénicles as Mike. De is a watohman and Red Vike is a
meochinist. The former was badly hurt in a mill secident and
has a 1ife job at about seventyfive dollars » month. His face
is disfigured by the severe burr he received and he talks
fluent but wvery broken knglish, In a short time Dane and I
tarted to go to East Side park whioh is on the Lake shore.

t is not highly improved but seems to have had willows (All
8. Chicago was originally s swam) planted in rows along what
were intended to be streets in somebodf's subdicision some-
time, Here we saw a game of ball and watched the lake till
supper time. When we went home and as we were waram and dry
(Drought seems to be the normal condition of 8, Chicago)

Bane sent out and got another pail of beer. I drank a few
more glasses.. "hile we wvere doing this Red Mike eame in and
as he was very ocordial, as were all of them, ve had an inter-
esting converartion. a short time Joe and his wife (married
two weeks) came in. Joe is a woodworker. Kis wife 4id not
wait for an introduction but ecame straight aeross the room
and shook hands warmly with me. I gave expression to my
hypoeritic=al pleasure at the meeting. Joe was a talksr and
kept the conversational bdball rolling as did all the mer. The
women were all very shy snd all, except Lissie, said just as
little as possible. &Shortly Bill ceme in with Yike. Bill is
a good looking young man, a dbridpge tender who rets seventy-
five dollars a month and hes been boarder with Dane and Annie.
By the way EHed Mike is e boarder. Bill was dry so ke sent
Red Yike for another pail of beser and we all drank a few
glesses. It was now past supper time but the company was

too large for Annie's accommodations and d4id not appear until
they had all gone which wam adbout eight o'clook. Meanwhile

we talked and when the pall was emptied sent out for more
beer.. It was very good beer. Apparently it produced about
the same effect as s0 much water would have done. I suppose
in the course of the day I drank fifteen or twenty glasses
and entirely unused es am to the beverage it producel no
effect upon me that I eoculd see. Bill and Joe possibly showed
some effect of their potations as Bill at frequent intervals
broke out into & song of whiech he always sang just one line,
which was "My wife has g ne to the sountry and aint I glag"
and Joe rs regularly as if he had belonged to a phonograph
record sang the refrair whioch was "Hurre-a-a, Hurrah-ah-ah).
The men talkcd fluently, after the ice hed been broker, with
each othér and with me. There was no finesse in their methods.
When Mike came in he seemed dimposed efter shaking hends with
ne warmly to devébte his attention chiefly to someone elae
than me. This did rot suit the views of Joc, or Red lMike or
Bill, I forget which orne it was that made the rerark criginally
but it evidently met the approval of all of ther 80 it makes
no differencow, "%ell Mike here is Yr, ¥oNeill dorIt ycu talk
to bhim™, Mike met the challenge suarely and after that it
waa difficult for anyone else to talk. I flatter myself that
I met a situation that might be fairly considered difficult
with some degree of suocess. They talked and escted exactly
like boys and were naturel and easy and anyone who ¢ould not
have met their advances must have been a prig.. Tcwards the
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end of the meeting a little round Duteh women ceme in and I
was introduced to her (or more exactly she was introduced to
me) as annie's rother. She eould talk no Epnglish as she would
never learn and she immediately took herself to the kitehen
where she stayed until time to leave when she came in and
shook hands again. After some time some heaven-sent inspira-
tion suggested to them that it waa time to go home and they
all left but HYike, though Lissie afterwards returned. They
all shook hands with me affectionately and expressed pleasure
at having met me and regret at having to go and made me vari-
ous offers to show their friendship as showing me the mill

or the part of it where they worked and wanted re to s tey
over and ocome and see them. None of the womer Kigsed me. To
be sure I do not know why they should, but, several of ther
were nicelooking and they did and said so many things that

I di4 not understand amd that I should not have been surprised
if they had kissed me affectionately. After they hsd sll gone
but Mike we had supper though Mike would have nothing but
some coffee and some beer.  ¥We had to send out for ore as
that in the pail had gr wn stale before we finished it...
After supper we made cigarettes and sent out for some beer.
Really wlthough difficult because so entirely new to me I

had a very good day and enjoyed myself. There was less herm
in arinking the beer, I believe tharn in drinking so much
coffec. I am sure 1 cculd nrot have put away the same amount
of coffee without making & nervous wreck of myrelf. The beer
made no slightest difference so far as I could see either
then or today. They heve four fairly gcod rooms in the second
floor front. Decently furnished, witk aeveral rather good
piecea. There is a kitcher, with & bedrocm lecding off from
it, a dininc-ditting room with a bedroom 1:ading off from {it.
They pay seven dcollars a month. The great incorvenlerce is
that there is no bathroom and the clomet iz down steirs back
of the house. Arnie is a good Gerxmen housefrau., Jhey seer
contentcd., Annle seers to regret thc chiliren she migrnt have
had. ©~he sefid this mornirg that her boy would heve teen
three years old if he had lived, and rgaln she suld thet she
had had three boys. She seemed to think her brothers exper-
ience of four children at the age of twenty-twc wees envisble,
Tre obviocus and usual opinion no doubt would be that TNane hed
done badly in merrying her but his ca=e ig so unusual that

I a® bv no means sure that he has rot done well., By the way
Apnnie told me that Dane never visited seloons. kEias 4rinking
beer in the house she regerded, rightly probably, eas of ro
more consequence trhan his drinkins coffee. Very likely that
is wuht keeps him from drirking wriskey. 2nnie by thc way in
a few years will be a little rcund woran such &5 ker mother
is ncw, She does nct meen to be a fit rnate in educetion,
culture, or intellect for Dane but it mey be shec har tle
qualities just necessary for hkis calvation. I think T will
scnd copies of this letter to mara end Arrie cr rather you
may send yours to Annie and T will send one ftc mamra and 7T
think it would be a good idea if yocu would ell write her a nice
letter, It would not hurt if ore or two of you menticned ir-
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eidenteally how much I had enjoyed myself, Ferhaps if all of
you d4id this it migrt not look quite spontaneous even tc her
unsuspicious mind. Dane says re is only seventy dollars
dehind and that two more paydeys will straighten then out.
His paydays comse every two weeks, bLe {s golng to take the
oivil service examination for engineers as he does not like
his present poaition. The mills employ seven thousend hands
end business is lookirg up. They are able to employ 16000
when running at their full ecapecity. 4As I understand it his
gition is samething l1ike that of a superior maehinist, Well
think I have told you all the facts and a few things thst
may not be facts and I think I puat get to work. I have been
to supper and ther visited the Laboratory and must gc egain
tonight to see row Ceuthophilus behave at cight. Then I
ought to write up my Saturday notes and trose for Friday end
today which I have rot been adle to do and then I ean rut in
a little time oopying desoripticnn. My time seerma to Le 80
eut up that. I 4o not &0 much. This is the wrost place ever
ipvented for wasting time in entirely unecessary ways. It is
more diffioult to get enything to work witr here than I
thought possible. 1t is not al all because people are not
disposed to help you in every way but on aecount of the com-
plicated and wre.clhedly bdad orpanization thet makes it necess-
ary to see thres or four officers, this is rnot exagerated, if
you want something of the value of a postage stamp. I hed a
postal fron larjorle tocday th:t states she is enjoying her-
self dut I cannot answer {t because she did not give her
address. Suppose you mend it to me. By the way I believe
I would not shos this letter to the relatives as it is too
brutally frenk., I wanted you and marra and bar jorie and
Apnie to understend the situstion as fully as possible and
I bave not glossed anytlirg cver, T think onp the other hand
I have not exagcrated. Tellthis is e screppy letter dut it
ia the best I ocuid do wit! the meny thinge prescing upon
me fo be done.

Vith love to all of vou,

la-a



Tallahasses, Jan. 27th, 1910.
My dear Anna,

As this 1s vacation week and I am going to give but one
examination ¥ have a fine ehance to catoh up with my correspon-
dence and as I owe everybody I write to regularly this is a
fortunate opportunity. You may be interested tc know that our
new $100000 building is sctually in course of comstruction.
When this is finished Ay dnfartment will have nine or ten rooms
of various sorts, laborator €8,store-roors, lecture rooma, eto,
and for the first time we will be decently equipped to do some-
thing a 1ittle bdetter than mere high school work. T have Just
had a somewhat interesting trip tc the oountry south of here
and bordering on the Gulf whicoh I will heve to tell you about.
It 1s dound to be a long story if I tell it at all and 1f you
get tlred reading it you omn take it by instel lrents, sey a page
a day. It 1s a country of swamps and rivers and these swapps
are still wild enough to shelter bear and deer. It {s and has
besn for a long time a hunters' peradise, end only hunters ana
lombermen and turpentine men know it, and each of these classes
know only a part. KNow there has been for a half century a per-
sistent belief that a certain one of these swarps contrined a
voleane which has been not infrequently in a state of irruption,
Almost everybody in this part of the State hos at times seen a
eolumn of smoke rising in the direction of the suprosed volcano.
Same have seen both smoke and flames. It has frequently been

the truth of the stories. Both the New York Herpld and New
Orleans Picayune have tried to solve the nystery.It is said
that search parties have spent weeks in trying to penetrate the
swamp, but have found the natural diffioculties insurmountable
and have always been defeated in their purpose. I have had
some experiences in the swanps in various parts of the country
for several years and especially this fall, which is remarkable
for being the dryest within the mexory of the oldest inhabitant.
5 have walked all over what are called swemps this fall witlout
etting my feet. This econdition of things has led two or three
of us who are fcrod of walking to try tc solve the zystery or
to prove that there was no mystery after all., I have found on
two former visits to that part cf the State that the people
there spoke very slightingly of the volcano, but in spite of
thet we felt that such a persistent belief must have some founds-
tion in fact and we wanted to fingd out what it was. After fix-
ing dates several times for the start and being obliged to aban-
don them two of us finally got off on Saturday morning at eight
o'clock. We expeoted to be gore three deys but we got home
Monday morning at 1:30. Did we find cut the truth of the story”
I am well satisfied that we did but 41d rnot find the volceno.
What we learned was purely a matter of accident. We dia not one
of the things we plenned to do but we stumbled on Ju~t the right
man and I think we learned what we wented to know. Ny co~panion

may be known as A. Walker. This is not the name recorded in the
family bible but it will answer. There is no doudt about his
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belonginrsto the walker femily and the initial is all right too.
oourse it will stand for a number of things, perhaps vou ean
decide for yourself what it should be when you have read this
truthful ehronicle. St. Marks is three or four miles from the
motth of the river of the sare nare and twenty miles south of
Tellahassee. It is the terminus of the third oldest railroad
in the United States. At or ebout the time the railroad was built
this was {:obnbly ocne of the most important rts in the country.
At this time much of the cotton of northern loride and southern
Alabama and Georgis was shipped through this port, It is now
& small bamlet with, I believe, one general store. Three miles
up the ®iver is Newport, a newer town, and once an importent
seaport, bhavi & population of 2200, and collecting customs to
the amount of §1250000., Now it is the remnant of a town without
@ school, a shurch, or store and with two fanilles within its
limits and one or two others nearby., A Walker's plan wae origin-
ally to go ¢o 3t. Marks then go up the River to an sbandoned
tremway (about one mile) once used for hauling lumber, and
follow this to the end, at a little river whose nere I have for-
gotten, about twelve nilea from Newport cr St, Varks. This passes
the north snd of the swamp. His plan was after we had explored
$he swamp to continue on eastward until we had orossed the Vacissa
River, six or eight miles, oross this river, because it was under-
8tood we could not meke our way up the west side decause of the
multiplicity of swamps and entire lack of rocds and inhabitants.
The fatal defect of the plan was in the extrere uncertrinty that
we eould get across the Wacissa. There had been a lumber company
getting eedar about where we wanted to oross until a year ago,
but it wes supposed that they hed gone. fijthaut their assistance
it was thought we could find no way to cross the river. It was
evident from what the people I talked to said that we could get
to the swamp, I'inhook, by way of the old tramroad, explore it,
it covers about two sections, and care back by the way we went
in, but the oountry between the two rivers is uninhabited snd the
uncertainty about our being able to cross the Wacissa made me
unwilling to undertake this plan and we adopted the alternative.
We lefrt St. Marks about half past nine, I with-a knapsac: con-
taining a loaf of bresd,a box of crackers and some apples which
I hed brought fror home and two cans of serdines and hslf pound
of cheese which Walker consented to our buying rather ucwillingly.
He sald that he always cepended on the country and he got along
very well. In eddition to this I cearried my plant press. Valker
hed his ceamera. We orossed the river and proceeded without loss
of time to get lost. If we had gone up the river to tre old
trermway we could have found the swamp and got back without trouble
probadly, but we were too smart for that. MNr, Hall, an old resi-
dent of that region and now a citizen of Tallahassee, had told us
how we might go diagonally to the trampway instead of taking
time to go directly to the river end of it. He gave us ~inute
directions which we tried fathfully to follow, After g while we
found ourselves in the middle of an 0ld salt marsh miles wide,
with no roads apparently except the one we were following and
this was taking us to St. Marks Lighthouse at the mouth of the
River. The marsh was 4ry except for occasioral thin sheete of
water which had collected since the rain of the previous Thurs-
day night. W"hen we had come within plain sight of the lizht-
house a couple of miles away witrout finding a road going north-
east we concluded to abandon the road and strike straight north
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across the marsh toward the trarmway. We had not gone far when
we came upon a very interesting find whicr eaused us to forget
the voleano for an hour or More. In the middle of what was
normally e marsh we game upon two low mounds, each about ten by
twenty feeot and two fe# high snd perheaps twenty feet apart.
They were made of flinty limestone andcovered on top with a
pavement of drick. They were connected near one end by a

doudble row of piles sbout & in. in diameter and 2 ft. high., These
looked like they had supported a walk and fror the outer corners
of the same ends of the mounds, a single row of similar piles
extended for 100 ft., forning ourved wings. Such a strueture

es this was surprising enough in sucl & place am it was plainly
artificial, not Indian and of no use, easily conjeetured, to
eivilized men. Continued search revealed at one end of one

of the mounds (and later at the other) a partly buried plate

of iron made up of small plates welded together. Cur first
thought was that these were parts of a boiler dut furtier study
led us to adandon this idea. Finally tke Sherloeck Holmes eye
of my friend 14t upon a round hole about 1 ft, in diameter

near one side of the plate and tiie discovery seemed to confirm
@ theory he had been oconsidering fro~ the first., He said "I
thought so. There is said to be ar old Spanish fort at or near
the mouth of the Kast River and this must be it. He gaid this
and its mate, at the other mound, were gun shields and the hole
was & port., Aside from other difficulties, which I pointed out,
I suggested what seemed to me to be the erucial one that the
Spaniards probably didn't know how to roll end rivet iron plates.
I am not sure now that this reason was conclusive, dut anyhow

it never made a dent in his consoiousness. The obvious feoct

that the middle of the salt marsh was no place for s fort, he
admitted and asked me to furnish an alternative theory. I sug-
gested everytring I could think of from a zinc mine to a ocandy
faotory but he found unanswerabdble objections to all of thern.

We finally dropped the discussion and proppe# up mx one of the
"Gun shields™ and he took a photograph of it and"the Spanish
Fort®. %hiié he was busy in this way I spent the time seaching
for more evidence, I soon came upon a long iron plete entirely
buried whioch meesured about 2 ft. by 17 ft., with a wooden strip
fastened to one side and each end. +#hen I called the Archeolo-
gist's attention to this it strengthened his gonviction apparent-
ly tbut he could furnish no explanation of its probedly use.

I tried my prentice hand then and suggested that during very
high tides the gun mounds would be surrounded with water and

the walk between (before mentioned) might have been protected

by an iron balustrade, Of course the men who used it would

be forced to crawl in case the faes fort was under fire but
still it would be indispensable. He looked rather favorably,

I think, on thies suggzestion but in order to leave no store

(in this case I should sey briok, perhaps) unturned to esteblish
his theory he continued the search for further proof. This

he soon found in the brick, They were full of pebbles and he
assured me that his rather extenslive acquaintance with brick
made in this pert cf the world he had never seen any made of such
meterial. Then some of therm hed a rectangular depression on

the under side. ke thought this indicated that they were of
foreign make. ¥Yell that ought to have clinched the matter,
perhaps because one of the first questions (to anticipate e
}3}&13) asked of Mr, Ladd, of whom rore will be saild, wes in-
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formation about the "Spanish Fort™, #hen ¥r. Lpdd had located
the fort he said at once "Oh that is the 0ld galt evaporating
works used during the War". This knockout blow to our archeclog-
ical enthusiasm 4id not ocome until later, however, anc¢ we
stumbled upon a seeond discovery a very short distance nporth
of the first. Here we found a series of three Indien mounds,
about 30 ft. aoross and 2 ft, high. There was fortunately

no question about their being mounds and we decided they were
Indian because we picked up numerous pieces of broken pottery.
After our experience with destruoctive ocriticism of the "Spanish
Fort" theory we were cautious about asking for eonfirmation

on this point sc the "Indian Mounds" discovery is stil)l intact.
After while we realized that the hours were slipping away and
we were probably no nearer t0 Pinhook swamp than when we started
and started due north again. V¥We esould see the flat pine woods
over t0 the left a half mile or so dbut we could not afford

time to walk out of the marsh at right angles to our eourse. We
got along well generally but occcasionally we eame to shellow
sheets of water that we oould not go around and then we waded.
While still in tre marsh we ate lunch, choosing for this pur-
pose an 0ld cow wallow to get out of the ocold wind. Ir the
afternoon we got along much bdetter as far as eovering ground
was concerned., We hed not learned the secret of the road of
that region yet and that was disastrous to real progras:.
Briefly it ie this way. The only plain roed= there are those
made by the eollectors of turpentine. Ve followed many of then
and they either faded out after a while or they led off in a
direction we did4 not want to go. Ye did not find out until
later that there are no public rcads except three very old ones
that are no - longer used. The only way ther san be recognized
genernlly is by blazed trees., In the days when freight hzd to
be hauled by wagons there were three of these ronds douttless
much used as Fort Leon, St, Marks, and Newport were all thriving
towns. dInstead of hunting for roeds then that led in the di-
rection we wanted we were following turpentire treils all dav.
1t wes » matter of recurring surprise to us that no matter whst
road we took going rorth or northeast sooner or later it would
be going southeast, or back toward the lighthouse. Scmetimas
we would persevere hoping to co'e to a rord going in our di-
Tection, Soretimes we would walk back a half mile or so to
take & fork going off some other way but eventually we would

be corpelled to leave the road end strike off north. Zarly in
the afternoon we came upor a cabin whiech to our surprise showed
slgns of being or having been inhabited. There were old fish-
nets on the porch, The gnaide had a few cookirg implerments and
an old bedstead without beclothes. The front door kad & note
written on it in chalk tO the effect that the owner oould be
back thetnight, As the note was not dated we 414 not know
whether to expect our hoat or not if we took possession of Lis
house for the night as we thought of doing. Here we rade o
little detour into a awemp a half mile eway to see whzot the
trees looked like, The Cabbage FPalmetto (You rave heard of

the Palm wrose top is cooked for cabbage) was the most striking
of these. In the m!ddle of the swamp we found a oclear stream

of water s dozen feet wide and an inch or two deep, After e
moment's reflection Valker announccd thie is the Fest River
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ford they told us about. It seemed a little strange to eall
this little brook a river, especially so tiree or four miles
sway, st its mouth it was said to be an half mile wide. It could
have been only a guess and I don't think it was a good one,
still it is possible in this ourious country where good sized
rivers flow away fron a spring end again a river flows under a
hill and out on the other side. In making our way out »f the
swenp we camé across & road going at right angles to the wey

we wanted to go. We took one end of it after considering in

an impartial spirit the advantages of going the other wey. Ve
followed this for some tire and to our surprisze ecare in sight

of a second house in a eountry where we had supposed threre

were none. Consideradbly to our disgust this turned out to te

the one we had left an hour before. Again we discussed thre

plan of spending the night there and teking e f resh start in

the morning. %e could not make up cur minds whether we wanted
the negrc fisherman who probadly lived therr to come hore and
bring sore fish to furnish us supper and bdreakfast or whether
we preferred to gc supperless to bed for the privilege of not
having his company. ¥e finally decide! to leave the eabin dut
resolved to stop there if it got in our way again, We realized
that the afterncon was wearing avay and we ooncluded to give up
tryim to go anywhere in particuler and sce if we could get some-
where. We aczordingly put on the third speed and went due
north until we struck a road. This road was poing nearly north
and we oconcluded to go on until it erossed the tramway. It soon
veered to the east, however, and finally to the sottheast esgain.
In our determination to persevere in followinr some roa¢ until
it took us somewhere did not include the southeaat spnd soutl as
these Adirections could only take us to the Gulf. We turned

back this time and retrsced our tracke for - mile or more ar?
cere to a fork leading northwest. This wculd teke us tc the

St., Mar¥s and we would follow it up or down until we found out
where we were, 4t did not run straight long however tut before
we were forccd to give it up we hed the surpriaingly gooi
fortune to meet a timber rider. %e asked him if the rord we
were on went to Newport. He sald "not the wey we were heescded?
We understcod that he meant the rosd went to Kewport but we
were headed the wrong way. He tood for grarnted,no doudbt that

we knew we were on nothing dut & turpentine road whieh went®
nowhere, We felt considerable relief for a while as w:s con-
cluded that our troubles were practically ov r. The winlding

of the road was not reassuring and s-on we found ourselves
going ncarly south. Fortunately agsain we ret a lot of convicts
gathering turpentine and found we were three r'!les from 3t,Varks
and one and one half miles fror Newport. They told us If we
would go dack along the road with the: they would show uc the
roed, but they said that was not necessary ar if we would strike
through the wcods in the direction they pointeéed we would come
across the road. Another time we mede tre misteke of thinking
they meant a road on the ground that you could see, when they
undoubtedly meant that we ghould take the blazed road thrat was
now impagsible or. account of fallen treee. We found arother
turpentine road again with 1ittle troudble and sterted out feeling
gure this time that we were all right. After a while we same
in sight of the river swamp but beforc we reached it a remg:o

hunter made his appearance. Ip answer to our questior he seid



6o
we were going in the direction of St, Marks. He said that
he was going to Newport if we eared to g0 with him, We were
not drawing the eoler line Jjust then 8o we went along and
finally reached the iron bridge which marked the loeation of
KRewport. My secretive ocompanion now volunteered the informa-
tion that he had spent the night at “'r. Ladds and knew how to
get there. When we had called Mr, Ladd to the door (You don't
g0 tc the door and knock in this eountry for fear of dcgs) he
agreed at once to take us for the night and when Walker sald
"You remenmber I steid here all night sometime ago”, Mr. Ladd
called out to his wife who appeared just then "Oh mother here's
¥r, Walker who was lost and stopped here sometime ago". This
was news tc me but I cculd never get any details fro- %elker.
This proved to be a good ending to our first dey's journey.
Though we had only gotten three riles fro St. erks that day
while we had travelled (This conservative eatimate it shou'd
be understood, is besed upo- what is amoretimea cnlled a sclen-
tific use of tre imaginatior and is therefore nct to te die-
rissed ez a hasty end mcre or less inaccurste gues2, tut is
based upcn a careful co~pariscn and impurtial welighing of the
evidence furnished by the wear end tear of our shces snd temper
and the number and size cf our bdlisters) ninety-scven miles
six furlongs snd five ells. I wishk I ooculd tell you romething
about Ladd, dbut thet is snother and muoh better story it I rad
time and could tell it ez it weas revealed to me. FHe ia £
Maire Yankee who hea been et Newport since the war, Fe is
Poat Master, Weather Bureau agent, pecan grower, stocker grower,
end a most inveterste talker. My friend sayz he mekes #1500
& year frorpecens., Whether this is accurate or riot te krows
rore about this fruit ther enyone I have ever nmet ard T learned
mery valuasble things about pecan grcwing whiok will never be of
eny use t me, Ee is alzc e eonstent "spitter" end every eigrt
seconds he has the pleasant habit of sprayins everytrira within
a rextant of two feet with a fine spray of seliva. He mee-s too
to be a sufferer from asthma es he interrurts himself et frequent
intervals witk tre involuntary ocatch which sounds soretiire like
thwzyprq (don't msk me to promounce it is only a word on cne
syllable and besides I can't stop or I will ncver get t-1s letter
written). Eis wife telks as steadily :nd mcre rapidly :rd louder
tken he does. Luckily ste wes busy rost of the tirz, e3 1t wes
difficult to pey attenticn and nod or sey yes in the right rlece
witk orne of ther talking in one ear and the other ir the other
eer. They gave us s fine suprper, ore of tre bezt I ever ate
(homerade brend, hem, ant sweet potatoes, 1f you must krow),
an ecually good breakfast and lunch. They gave us e gcod room
end bullt us s fire fire cof pine knots and beech, erd a delight-
ful bed vith mettress and springs end five quilts besides the
sheets, not to specek cf three extres cullts piled or ¢ cheir in
the corner. T wish I could tell you more cf tie storfes ¢c he
told them but the following is the substance cf the orly one
that is pertinent to this historieal trocchure (that rey not te
right but it aounds pood). FHe knew all abcut the voleare. He
wes one of the guldes for the N.Y., Ferald expediticn nr* ' 1is
brother for that cf the Kew Urlears i'icayune. They 414 ot find
the volcano elther time because it isn't there. lhere is no
rystery about the swewp to tre pecple that 1live in tre nelghvor-
bood, There ian't e foot c¢f ground thet hunters have nrct bean

cver. Thia year easpccially the swarp 4= ull dry land except the
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spring which is its cause. It 1s no more difficult to penetrate
than the other swamps of thig region and 1t covers sbout two section:
The spring, covering about as much_grouni as a good slzed house,

is the nucleus of the "volcanro". Ip the fall roc infrequently a
dense fog arises fror it (similsr fogs are often seen rising from

@ river), This ofter ascends in & ocolumn wilch looka 1iks smoke

and oan de seen for some distrnce. Uf ten in dry seasore the marsh
between the swamp and the Gulf burns off and the flsmes and smoke
ean be seen from the high land nearly or quite tc the Ceorgia line.
In addition to these evfdances of voleanio aot!vity, there is ot
“heepshead Bay, two or three miles northeest, a long ridge of rooks
which people think look voleanin. No doubt these are what are called
"rorsebacks" in some parts cf the country. The rooks unierlaying
this neighdborhood are limestone with a larger or smaller edmixture
of flint. The flint rexains after the limestone has decorposed. In
many places 1 have seen such fracments ooverirz tie surfsce about
as thickly as the boulders in sore parts of Indiena ard Crio. The
mystery of the volcano being solved and having learned ry experience
that it would be profitlesa for us to atte pt to explore such a
oountry without a guide end foolish to 0 without an sdequnte Bupply
of food, we wen:t to bel and slept industriocusly. The next morning
we started up t-e east bank of the River followlng an cld tramway
which was said to go within a mile of the Natural Bridgc. This is

@ Place where the river 100 yds. wide sinks into tbhe grourd and re-
appears lower down. Te thourht we ouclLt to improve the opportunity
to see this wonder. Ve made detours in trhe swa~p which borders

the St. Merka. You must know that sll tre streams are tordered by
swamps ir all this part of Floride st least. These 8wa~pe are for
the most part wet wocds thouph so~e part of the area is apt to be
covered with water rore or leass @1l the time. Ey noor we reached

a reilwoad which runs semiannual trains to haul out tim>er. Here

we had t0 meke a detour of a mile to aee a wocden rai’road bridge
which Walker said ran up grade to the middle of the bridse am g
wagon bridee ofter doea. The view of the river fro- t'in bridge

was singularly beautiful but the bridge was a feke. Tr. west bank
is high and tre rellroad rurs out over the river on tre level of
the benk anéd fror there the trestle descencds gr duslly to the low
Plaln on the left side. Walker seia he Lad been here &long the
raeilroad trac: and the bridge wam said to be & mile fre- the
Neturel Bridge. we were corpelled to leave cur trarwa” lLere but

we struck out up the river from its frd, after we had welked s
mile or sc we ocame to a large eink-hole, perhars severty-five deep
end as wide with = little water in the bottom. To one side of tris
and separated ircm it by a strip of grouni a few yard: wide was a
dry cypreas swamp but ocmposed of very large trees. To "y emaze-
ment the Romancer said *"This is the “atural .ridge". We hunted for
roretime in the swamp to find tre river without success and nothing
wes to be seen cf it in the other directior where the view happened
to be open. Tris did rnot shake his faith. The frot thret there was
@ well trevelled road or one side of the aink hcle an? nore on

the side from which we epproached wes in some rysteriocus way proof
ccneluaive to him trat we ha: crossed fror. the east side to the
west side of the RAiver. Well we toiled on throug!: the loose sand-
D{d T mention that walking in tbis country is like valking through
loone snow. O¢ course we were lost aguin an sccn ec we left the
tramway and more corpletely than yesterday becausc it was and head
been 80 cloudy all dey thut we had had no sight of the sun and
worse yet Walker insisted that we hed crossed to the west side
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of the river. There was nothing to dc obviously but to zo on and
about hn}f past four this polioy was justified when we met o timber
rider. n answer to our enxious que tion as tc where we were re-
plied thet we "were in the woods", We told him that his information
Justified a suspioion that we had felt fcr scmetime. After more talk
he offered to take us to one of the roads of tris region which i3
tc be seen only on the trees. We took this advice trusting to his
information that it would take us to the river and if followed

to the Tallahassee and Southeastern R.23., he thou~ht at Cory but
was not sure about this. The distence he called eight miles, five
miles sast of the river. We thus learned that w had not erossed
the Natural Bridge nor seen it, %ell about healf past six we

found ourselves at the railroad, not at Cory but at Walton, 2%
miles east of there. There was a new stetior there but not-ing

else 80 we ocould not spend the might there very well. Looking about
we discovered a light an eighth of a mile up the track. %e made our
way there called a man out and found we were 12 miles from Talla-
hassee by the railromd or 16 by the road and 6 miler to Chaires

on the Seaboard, so we had our choice of walking to Tallahessee or
walking to Chaires where we could take the midn{ght trein. e chose
the latter after some discussion. Before starting Walker suid he
was going t0 take off his shoes and go berefcot. I reminded him of
the frequent pine rootscovered by the sand, over whieh we wsre eon-
stantly stumbling and sdvised him not to try it. He said it was a
case of have to and taking off hie shoes ocarried them while I took
charge of his socks, putting them ir rv knapsack. ualf wey there
we stopped at a bridee to sllow me to take & half pint or sc of
sand out of my left shoe. This shoe hed been deserting me all dey
80 that by this time there was not muck left but s shoe matring and
a few eyelets, I firmly declined hir sdvice to throw away my shoes
a8 his experience had already justified ry doubts cf the wisdom of
the plan. Twice already and once after this he aturbleéd over rocts
that were completely hidder with suoh fcrce that nis toes should
have been broken. The fuot that on these oocasions he mrnde ro re-
parke that would heve to be represented by dashes in trhis letter
went far to prove I througlt that he could quality for saintlood
witlout much troudtle, that is or the surposition thet veracity is
an unimportant consideretion to a seint. A little after we Led
crossed the St. Augustine road and were withir s mile of Chsires,
he stopped all at once and said in a mildly irquiring tone (I
should like to “now where rmy shoes are'. I told him I was respons-
ible for his stockingsonly eni could give hir no information about
his shoes. KEe trought a rorent and said he thousht he must have
left them at the bridge. T kindly offersd to sit dowr end wat for
him to go back end look for them but he sald Le¢ was not sure they
were there and he would let them go. Come pecple would have been
80 erbarassed at the idea of makine a reilroed journey in stoecking
feet that they would heve taken ever a longer Journey even sfter

@ stroll of twenty-five or thirty miles but not A. %alker. Well:
we reached Chaires about half past rine arnd found everybcdy gone

to bed and the stetior dark. The letter ciroumstmnce rude us
wonder whether the train would stop, bu' wr were jnelined to think
it would if we haé tc bulld a fire orn the treck. Cur enxiety was
somewhat rektieved by observing a water tank s short distance down
the track and I may nay our hopes were justifird, the trein stopped
and we had no difficulty in boarding it, lMeantime we had to pase
two or three hours, famished and half frozen. I mede one desparate
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He would not get up and would not sall us anything to eat though

e said tkey kept toariers and offered to let us in 1f we wanted

to stey all night., Abandcring the Lope of getting enytkice to eat
we tried the stetion got in without diffioculty, built a roaring
fire in the stove and waited very curfortably until tre train care.
Cur first dusire=s here was to buy out the Butor whier we d4id es
s0cn a8 we had located him fast asleep in tle colored reoplest
coach. The half hou it took the train to get to Talluhesses was
all too stort to enable us to zatisfy our hungcr tut we ccotched
the aneke if we could not kill it. (n the plutform I wes paralyzed
by my companion remarking, (e don't want to ride up, éo we?) I
certainly did not feel the need of further exercisc Just then

2ard I was ir sometling of a hurry tc ret to bed. I su -;cie these
reasons would seer sufficient to him and wher I reflectel that he
wes in his stooking feet I thousht he at leaat wouid went to ride.

I wns not to be bluffed that wey, Lowever, so I said "I am oprosed
in prineiple to doinr anythine to ircrease the strenglercld which
"hese transporteticn co~panies alreedy have on the putlic. By all
rweans let us walk., ""ell I got hore an! to bed. I krow T took my
clothes off because I had them to pul on the next mornirg. Mrs.Rose,
wife of the State Chemist, with whom vwalker boards told *rs, ¥,
that Walker ate up everythine he oculsd find in the cloaset, including
the treed and grapefruit for breakfast before he went o bed. She
v»ald he her not been eating breakfast in the morring lstely and

"he thourht he could scarcely be hunsry efter his recert performance
but as te stopped e morent ir the hall ahe asked kir. if he wanted
eny breekfast, Se¢ pnid he thowrht he would est a little. The rest

of then had finfished but Me went to work and ate the lent bite so thrat
the twc servents hnd to cook tremselves breakfaat, "0 sn4eth the
ckrcnicle. Yaybe this will not measr funny tc you dbut I Lhave laughed
over our experiences everr time I have thought ¢f 1. T weke up

ir the night snd laurh sdout {t. %ell I puess I kucd better stop
here snd zive you e chance to do your jousework. I hore both you
end Leslie manerc to kee> well rnd enjoy voursclves.

“1th love,

legrng



Tallahassee, Nov, 21st, 1910

¥y dear Jessie,

This is a mote tc esccompany an aocount of a trip
to the Oulf. I am sending ocopies to Anna and ¥alcolm. There
ia no pews of the slightest importance to add to this except
that Memme has had a return of malaria and is only just now
getting around again, It seems to hang on remarkabdly. ke have
supposed a half dozen times that it was broken up but it con-
tinues to return. ferheps as the weather is getting colder this
will be the last. There has been a great deal of this kind
of sickness here this fall. The college building ir atill
far from done but it begins to be decently irhabitable et last.
Last Wednesday for the first time we had heat in the bdbuilding.

Love to both you and Father.

Fapa



e
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A Quiet Sunday at the Oulf.

Wearied with the struggle to teach four laboratory classes
in ehemistry with one alecohol lamp to supply the heat and with
watohing from one to & half dozer negroes invent new waye of
doing things the wrong way, and witl washing & few hundred
(or thousand) bottles, reladelling and rebottling, end with
trying to persuade Kellum snd Conredi that it was really time
to do something that should and could heve beer done weeks or
months eago, heariny a recitation once in a while, I accepted
en invitation fror Barber to aecompeny him, with a pumber of
students to spend a week-end at Lanark. I 414 rot feel much
like I was going holidaying. I knew few of the students as
most of them were new an! few of them students in my classes.
On the train J found e seat by myself end looked out of the
window at the cheerful pancrema of scattered pines and swamps
and flet pine wood with ooccasional clumps of pslmetto ané
rerely l1ittle olusters of frame shantiee about e mill, and I
assured myself that this trip wes to prove a fajilure., 1
thought to myself that it will be so uninteresting that I
sh'nt have to take the trouble to write abcut it. I might
better have stayed at hore and washed bottles. But I felt
rore cheerful whern a orowd of forty-seven bright, pretty
(more or less) girls tumtled off the train at Lanar%, all
sure apparently that they were goinz to have a jolly time.
Very soon we had supper and I hurried dcwn to the pler to sroke
and lock at the Gulf. The bay (Appalachicola) was lazily
stirring as the sun sank below the horizor., OSeward, a rile
eway lay a sand shoal, uncovere? now as the tide was low. Four
or five miles teyond lay Dog Islard, just showins e glimpse of
send a few pinea. Heyond this stretohed the Culf to the hori-
zon where it met the sky bordered with & purple opelescent band
of clouds and mipt. I was enjoyi-s this alonpe when a half
dozen girls with Dr, Stanford (The owncr of the solitary row-
boat) invaded my solitude and invited me to accorpany ‘them to
the shoal. The Doctor was a friendly soul who hed been at
Lanark for his health and though long recovered stayed on be-
cause he likeid it. Two of the girl= took the oars and after
some spashing we were headed for the s'cal. Cur voyage turned
out to be less peaceful than I had anticipeted. All at once a
series of heatrerding sorears rent the air ani tre boat rccked
dangerously as the girls in the sterr tried to climb on thrhe
seats snd the gunwele, I hed lcsrned fror~ the Yootor that
the water was so shallow that it would be possible to wale to
the shoel 80 T wes less plarmed ther might bave been., %hen
the confusion was sufficliently ellayed we learned that there

was a rat in the boat.. The Doctcr and I scoffed at the idea

of a rat in a row-boat but the girls solemnly ascured us that
several of ther hed seen (I should write SF'N), This occurred
not once but four times on the trip ro we were finally per-
suaded almost that by some rmiracle a ret had pot in the toat
but we never proved it. After the¢ first alarr the girls
wrapped their drapery about trer arnd elevated their pretty

g o0ea to the seats or to the reil, Arived et the shoel we
found a broed streteh of white sand shining in the roonlight
like a snowbank. Our charges were wild wit" the scene end
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and they romped and played until they were tired. Wher we fin-
ally got away they had extracted a promise fror the Dooctor to
bring them dback for & swim in the morring befcre breakfast.

I had core prepared to bathe but it struck me as too cold. The
Doctor Reassured re by saying that while the air was ehilly
the water would be warn. This seeried to re reasonable but I
doubted whether ny enthusiasc would be sufficient to cause me
to abandon a warm bed at five o'clock s0 I cld not promire..
Back at the hotel we found Kr, Coles, the manager, about ready
to start with @ party to the dbowling alley. Having nortiing
better to do we followed though it wes manifest that all of us
would not £ind an opportunity to play. The girls took to the
game wonderfully and we all agreed to petition to Board to
give us & bowling when we got home. By half part ten we were
ready to stop and we returncd to the hotel and by twes end
threes the girls went to bed. finally the men were left ealone
and we sat adbout the fire telliny storles and smoking until
about twelve. Barber, ¥illiems and I went to our rouom and to
bed but not to sleep. Our oharges, or some of ther, laughed
and romed and chattered until two o'elcek. Cnoe Auring the
night one impiah girl thinking it was getting too dull for
anything and seeking to liven t'!ings & little, ranintc = room
next door (it happened to be oecupied by a ¥rs, "elsl, deughter,
and small son. ghe lady was there for nervous trcuble, as she
told me the ncxt day, the mltitude of her home in eolorsado
being too ruch for her). The bereficlent intentions of the
young ferals pirate were amply rewarded. i1n a few minute: the
corridors were awerrming with white-cled figurea. I think

they were scmewhat disappoirted when they were finally con-
vinced that they had been hcaxed and the¢re was no fire. 1In
the morning 1 managed a superhumanr effort toget up and shave
before eight o'clock at which time we had beern informed we
would have breakfest. 4As breskfast did rnot materialize T bhad
time tc smoke several ecigara (m- tobascc hed given out vnd I
gould buy none) on the pler. After breaxfast and after tre
girls had been assured by the thoughtful manager that therc
was no 2unday at Lanark, they scatterel, “ome sent with Dnrdber
to eollect butterflies, “omc went to the bowling elley and
some came to the pler. Or invitation I acccmpanied a beat-
load of therm in short tri;s ercund the pler whilc they pract-
jced rowing. They infcrmed me that thecy were golng bdathing on
the shoal at noon and invited re tc gc alonz. T object:d that
ny bathing sult was in my room and I was too lazy to mo for
jt. Opne of them volunteered to gc tc the totel end find a

ran who would get it. This was done and we started out with

e full boatload, probably ten. MNrs. Aalsh and her family were
of the party.. Ocing over 1 thought tc teat the tempsreture

of the water and was disagreeable surprised to find it such
colder then I had supposcd it would bec., I conveyed this un-
welcome intelligence to the rest cf the paerty but they assured
me that they all liked cold beths. I wes not at all gure

what & ceold bath would do to me but as I was the orly marn in
the party it was obvioualy too late for me to retreat. e

rut on our bathing sults and atartcd to wade to the gulf. It
was about high tide and the shoal was covered except at a few
high points. If one could have Jumped into the water =% once
and then gotten out after & few minutes splasting 1t would
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not have been s0 bad but we had started tc go to the Gulf side

of the shoal and enjoy the surf, The water was all the way from
ankle to wealst deer, hardly 4eep encugr tc swi~ anywhere. The
Culf seemed a long way off. The weater would shoal and then deepen
ané we kept gettinz cclder and ocolder., #s the girls prraiated
that they liked it I could do nothing but go aleng. e had seen
two sharke going over ard I thought they mizht need sore o:ze

to say "shoo®™ to thexn if they got botkhersome., Gradually they
began to weaken and ore after another they turnci tc go tack to
the bdbath-house, Three of the most determined declared they would
stieck it out thouph they no longer pretenied the weter wes just
right. I wasn't yet entirely paralized sc I went elong. Yortu-
netely we came tc a hole a little deeper than ususl anc they
lingered there until they began to feel thet perhaps it was not
worth while to go to the Gulf, I think they were the rore will-
ing to give this up because it was ferrcctly otvicus that we
oould not tell wher we gnot there. here was no wind to amount

to anything and no surf and evidiently the bar shoaled grzdually
and we might have had to walk a mile before we found water over
our heads.. When the decision to go back was rcached we lost no
time in carrying it out. The girls reachcd the bathhouse sore
minutes bafore I di1d as I turned aside to met out on an exposed
place and run about to get my blood to circulating again. T may
have spent five minutes in this way. %hen I reacled the party

I at once saw there was some unususl co-miticn. Cn inquiry I
found Kiss Walch had fainted. She was lyinz on a shaky little
pier surrounded by women. As her mother and ¥ias Abernathy were
with her, I did not feel it neceasary for rc to thrust mnyself
into a situation that right beocore delicate. 1 wes informed

that she was sinking fro- one fainting fit irto ancther and
having chills., Scor end I discussed our swir and I debatecd what te
do. ~Yoon my anxiety was lessened by an invitetion froo ore of
the girls (I do not know her narc yct) who seened to have taken
charge of the case notwithstanding the prescnce of the girl's
rother and Miss Avercathy, to go to my reoom and dresk. 1 carried
cut the direoction as speedily as pocsible and was then toléd that
they were going ho~e at once without dreasirg. They hed undressed
and dressed Yiss Walsh in tre sun koping to get her wars. They
hed borrowed my coat while I wan dressinc to help ir this de-
sirable end. When I understoocd the situation T was guite of the
opinion that we could do no dbettsr than ret %40 the hotel et once.
Ag the mother had gonec to her room to 4ress a ahort time before

I came I had the girla pile thelir olothes in the boat. The small
boy seeried to have been overlooked in the excitemert. e ccm-
promised on dressing hinm by puttins on his overccat. Bis rother
called out from her shclter that ke mu-t hsve or his sbces and
stoockings, This the ocapable ranageress proceeded to do gru~bling-
ly, however, and declaring trhat she 4id not know tow to pu® on
anybody's shoes. I was efraid cf the shaky ol? pler whi-h wes
only an excuse for e pier about two feet high and twenty-five feet
long. I had the boat brcught to the erd of the pier and two girls
Placed themselves in the stern reely to teke the sick one on their
lapa., Then I had her put her arm about my nce“ and T suprorted
her witrout difficulty to the bcet. (ne of the girls ard =y
capable rirl wanted to row as they were quite willing by this
time to scknowledge thet they were colc¢. Helf wey cver the Ross
gave up her plece at one of the oars to arother girl and as there
was no place in the stern stood between me ard the rowers. Aa
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stand ing in a boat is always a risky experiment I told her to
give me her hand. The ungrateful minx was ungrateful enough
afterwards to call out in the dining room when we were eating
dinner "Didn't we hold hands in the boat Prof.lcleill”™ I hed
to acknowledge the truth cf the staterert but told her if hed
supposed she would publish it in that way that I arould have

let her walk home. She said in reply "he told me he 3id rot
want to lose me."™ Ko what would you do with girls like that?
When we were nearly to the landing at the hotel pler it was
discovered that quitea crowd was waiting for us. The girls

were suddenly reminded of their unconventionel attire. It wes
decided to let me help Miasas Walch out while the girls rowed to the
end of the pler., By the time this was moccomplished I meen the
disembarcationof the irvalid) there had been so mueh roving
about that they had recovered their assurance and they decided
to take their clothes end run toc tre end of the pler where the
bathrooms were. Barber when he saw thet nothing serious head
happened said "I see things eontinue to hapren wher you are
around”, I admitted the allegation ard said I aid not krow
whetheér I was & mascot or a hoodoo. Barbar said we are gcing
this afterncon tc Dog lsland on a gasoline sloocp but I heve a
notion not to let you gc &5 the least that can happen to us will
be to have the engine brcak down «nd have to stay on the Tsland
all night.” I pro-ised to be good ard reminded him that the
boat had sails so that we could get hore if the ergine did faill
us, He said that the wind would prob-bly fail ther and we

would not get hore before midnight. “e got away at o'clock and
made the Island by 3:45 at the orly pler (opronite Carrabelle)
wnich was eight miles away. Yothin~ notable occurred except

a ciscussion starting by the girls to visit Carrsballe or the
way back. This would make the return tri; eleven miles instead
of eight and this did not metter but we were 2zt a loss tc urder-
stsnd why they wanted to visit & 1ittle ville where thcre was
little to see in daylight end nothing after dark on Sundesy even-
ing. They said they were hungry mnd wanted to buy so-ething to
eat. Fresumsbly the atores wouid de closed an: we did not see
how they expected to get anything to eat wher we cornsulted the
Skipper he put a new )ight on the subject. He geid we would
have trouble getting back over the bar if we left Dog Islern3

in an house &3 the tide weas falling. *f ve 414 not get cver
the bar on this tide we would have to wait for the next tide,

A little thirk like this wiich would invo've missing supper end
staying half the night in the ecld when many were not clothed
for such an adventure did not seemtodisturb tre pirls. Barber
left the thing in doubt but I thirk her decided ageinst the pro-
posal. “e did not bave to makc any announcement however as the
event was settled for us another way as you wil) see. Our stay
was to0 be short and meny did not ocare to leave the bomt but sore
of Bearber's students started up the beech with him on a collect-
ing expedition end I went with a half dozer or more for the
other side of the island. %e walked a waurter of a mile or so
elong the beech on the Gulf side without finding mueh of interest
as the beech happened to be unusually clear of shellms and sea
formas generelly. Cur rost interesting experience wes with the
land erabs., These were very lively and they looked like huge
spide:s and they would run so fast that they were not easy to
catoh especially as they are very pugnecious and well arwed.
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¥e had some sort in catehing some of them for specirmenc znd were
about ready to go back when one of the girls came running up with
sone excitement and said that she had lomt her pocketdboo:. It
eontsined four or five 40l ars she said and was all the money she
ped with her. We started out to find n small pocketbook in a
desert of send without any greet hopre of success but by fcllowing
our tracks :‘pd searching with perticular care at the pleces where
we remembered to have stopped we were lucky enough to recapture
it but not until we had come within a hundred feet of tre pler.

We got aboard as soon as the party could be ocollected, eest off
and were waiting for tre chesrful chu% chue of the engine. As
some minutes passed without anything 1 was moved to inquirs what
was the troudble. I learn-d that the engine refused to work for
sor.e reasor no*t knovwn. Y¥e waited half an hour withcut anything
happening when the crev started to get the boet under sall. All
were willine to go home the shortesi way by this time nr everybody
wes 00ld and hunery ar? tte delay rade it pretty certair that we
would pretty surely be hung up cn the bar it we stopped at Carre-
belle. I have to recor? a pecullar cecurrence which I did not
understand then and cannct explain now. ‘lhe boat hed no soconer
gathered headwey than the englne startec up of its own accord
apparently. Its freeiskress in stop;ing and starting ray have
been due solely to the natural depraoity which I have underaitood
is inherent in gas encines but on the other hend4 this appsrcntly
inevitable delay may have heen a stragetic move of the skipper.

Yie were sliprine alorg under salle and eprire at tre rate of some
seven or eight miles 2n hour whern all at once ern explc=zion startled
us. As the engire 414 nct stop I attached nc particular imrortance
to this but young rmar standing by me (A son cf Ur, Blount of
Carrabelle that hed come with the toatj "I'll bed & doller thet's an
{gnition tube™{or was it ;lugT). I heve but & vagur nntion of
the internal anatc~7 of ¢ g~3 encine bur =as the engire 3'1 not
stop I reflected hopefully *that {tas loas might be comprTable to @&
vermifor~ anpendix rot to be moOurrneéo cver uniuly after it wu.s once
auccenafully los*. The boat soon showed sensibly less rpeed and

I maw that ry ortimis~ wo: an untrustworthry gul-c. But this tice
the salls were taken ir cither becsuse the wird wan toc 1dght or
the dircotion h+d chenged cr because they were afrels of mnning
on the bar toc rexd. <+t any rate we. were soop fest. FEvidcrntly
the crew were not un rersarec for such s bhesppenirg because they

et orce produce? a lornz pole and after ten minutes of 'ord work
succeedied in poling cver the bar. The rest was plain se’llin:

and we pulled up at the werf .bout eight o'eclock. ‘e found the
menaprer and the re=t of cur party rere ar’ we were ccgrortﬂd by
the information that they Lad wnted supper for us. iLfter supnper
we played bowls » 1{'tle but everyhody wae too tired for ruo

pley and bty he«lf past ‘en we were sll in bed. There we~ no play-
ing thie nirht as everyone wea gled toseep, In the morning we
had breakfast sbout nine. 1 happensd 1o be at the sawe teble

with Barber. %e had just gotter falirly started when Hra.%aleh
appeared with a fruit Jar in her handa. 3he explained thet she
had motten hold of a Jar of shrimps wilich we invited to “hure

"4th her. The Jor was half fu'l o¢f littie white things that
looked 1ike srut up crayfish. I helpel nyrelf{ pgeneroucly and
Barber #1d likewiss, The young ladles at the table unexp: ctelly
declinred tre dellcrcy. -8 g wep eeting ry first "skrimp” "ArDerT
paid "How are they:™ I rerlied "The warmest tring I heve ertern
lately.” As Berber menfully strugelcd with sorething thet wes
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ebout as easy to eat es liquid fire he said "Girls better have
some”, They laughingly deolined but salid maybe %iss Abernathy
would have some. Parber took the hint and passed thrhe- to her,
We detcrmined to eat the lot 4f it killed us and each began

on a second lump of firec but nature rebelled effectively and
we doth agreed that nc mettsr what we ate efterward, coffee,
oorn muffins, fish or water all teated like Cayerne perper.
After breakfast I put in a little time rowirc about the Bay
with sorme girls that lad rot yet hed a turn at the onra. At
eleven we were all et the platfor~ fcr tre train. It got off
on time and we shouléd heave gotten home without any urusuel
incident but at Helen, & statior where there is a new sewmill,
the train stopped so long that firally I wes zuoved tc firi

out the reascn. T could find rno one who could tell me when

I happened to run eorors the newsbey. “t was getting late and
I was bhungry but found le had sold everything te rad to the
girls except some green bananas, “e seid the train rhad stopped
to allow & rich man to look at the mill with & view to buying.
I had 1ived lo-g enough in tke South to know thet this absurdly
inadequate answer wee doudbtless literally true so I possessed
my soul in such patience as I ¢ould muster. 7*e bhad to wait
only en hour and finally errived ir Tallehassee only that lete.
Thie was 8o neesrly onr time for this road that I noticed the
bulletin board said the train was or time. After I hed time
to take stock T founi myself much benefited by the triyp. . When
I started to make t e trip T realized thet I was rretty tired
of the weeks of drudgerr incidertel to getting started in e
balf finished bdbuilding as well as to carry orn laboratory work
with altogether insufficient apraratus erd suprlies., But after
the journey the realization wes dbors ir upon re that 1little
tasks like washing bottles or sawing wood wcul? te an arreeable
diversion.



A Yigure of Fathos snl Fortitude!

A figure of pathos end fortitude!

The gray-fringed, gray-bearded lreed

Unstably balarnced or weverirg trurk;

On the weary furrowed face rc trace of sorrow
For unfulfilled arditicrr or vein hopes;

Ir the dauntless body no lire of fear.

Ar. indcmiteble scul peerirp eagerly end enriousaly
Into the shedow-peopled deptta of the Unknown
For thet dear oomrado who's mere presence
Satisfied 2l]l ardbitions, settled all doubts,
And secured nhis soul's desire.

I shall alwnys Bee an old, old =man, sitting swathed ir
blankets in kia arm chair, Before him stend~ another ehair,
its straight bac: covered with a quilt tc serve ms a support
for the wearied heed. Faocing this cheir was a row of heavy
ehairs extending halfwsav to the door, These to prevent the
support from slipping from his feeble hold, or from being
pushed away by his inadvertent feet. For days he had been
under the influence of sedatives 130 thet it was d4iffiecult to
tell whether he wskrd or slept. The great genercus soul end
active mind were then alrost beyond cur call. It seemed that
occasionally the tirel bo'ly ylelded to sleep, and then he lav
back peacefully ir 4is cohalr. '‘ost commonly he was bowrd for-
ward upon the chair-b®ack in front cf kirm. Thiz war uncomfort-
able dbut he prohadly bresthed more easily then when lying back
or sitting erect.

For hours topether, and ~ore frejuently =s the end drew
near, he sat upright with his head hel? "iphL and his deeply
furrowed face straight forward. His urcconscious tisnues
though no lonser directed by the will were sc thoroughly
disciplined that they hcld his body at sttention to “meet
what heppens®™, Certainly neither the cxpression of either
body or face ever suggested any trace of fear. Unconquerable
courage wes in every lire. There were in the face, it geers
to me both eagerness end anxiety., Of courne the eapgerness
was to be rid of the wenrysome and now torturirne shackles c?f
mortelity and, especielly, to feel sgair the tender hand-clasp
and eonforting support whieh for so many years had never failed,
and on which he had grcwn sc much to deperd, His anxiety wes
to heve resolved the faint thcugh peraistent dcubt that Her
bope and His might irn the end prove groundless, ¥y interpreta-
tions of the unconscicus sctes of srn unusurl mer in his last
hours may be entirely wrong, erd ite incompleteness ia confessed
since its purpose is to show & single phase cf & rany-sided
character,

Jercme Fee VelNeill
Ir reg~rd to hia fether,
Jemes MoNeill
Januery, 1912



Qur Philogophical Wives
A Toast Given at Banquet of the Philosophicr) Clubd

I am a 1ittle in doudbt as to the meaning intendel to be
eonveyed by this sentirent. In endeavorinc to think up some
bright things to sey here I recalled the sentiment as worded
in my letter of notification as "Th: Wives of the Philosophi-
cal Club." My first thought of this was it was too pood to
be true unless T hadn't been initiated into al) thes mysteries
of the organization, as I had never heard of them. When at
@ oonvenient opportunity I looked up the notice agaln I found
the toast vwes as given Our Philosophieml Wives. I wee terpted
to sey &t once "They aint no such animpl.® Put on more care-
ful thot I am corpailod to revise thia opinion. If beirg
members cf a Philosophical Olud makes us philosophers *hern
indutitebly our wives are philosoprera' wives mnd if tre wives
of philceopiers dor't need to be philosophics! why there is no
truti in that utterance of some now forgotter brother ~hilcso-
pher "bat is life, just orne darn shiére mfter manother". So
here's to our phileoscrhical wives, Cod blesa ther, Yay sonme
of their dreams come true,'

About 1912-13



The Pllgrimage to Bainbridge.

At four o'elook pramptly on Saturday morning lienry appeared
ready to start. R!s knapseck wes filled with three lozves of
bread and a pound of cheese. ¥ine cortained a loaf of bread, a
reckage of cheese-orrckers, a loeak of ocoffee-cake, & hunk of
gingerbread, a gless cf Jcil]. a gless of butter, and a dozen
tomatoes, ¥hen I lifted §t on to my shoulder I doutted whether
T ever got to Beinbridge, The morning was war~ end still but
our early start enabled us to reke good time end at eight of-
clook we were on the other side of the ferry at the Ocklocknee
river, twelve miles away. The pedometer marked thirteen but
Honry hed set it at the zero mark before he left his houss,
which is on the other side of town ani we had slready made
two or three side trirs for water., Tie Colcckrnee is a small
strear s0 that the ferry boat reached helfl wey acros: the
strear. I asked the ferrvmen why he did not lengthen his boat
end call it & bridge. He took the wind out of iy sails by
pointing to soms newly hewn timbers lying on the benk end said
be was doing thrt. We ate dreekfast ir a leisurely manner and
Benry made a picture of the River and repaired bis camera so
that it was 9-16 when wc startel., The first two or three miles
ran through a turpentire forcst and in the middle of it we
found a clear, coffee-cclored stresm which lcoked aoc inviting
thet we tock off our shoes an’ stockings and hed a fine wade.
Bettinz out of the woc?’a we travelled through a fine country
and erozsed the Georcia line about noon. ‘e 5ad walked twenty-
two miles, %e 414 no* cere for dinner but found a store at the
fork of two roads both lesding to Bainbridg~ where we found a
sinzle huge watermelon, #e found a gu2od dlace under a tree
and out it in half. I waa 30 struck with the 3ize of it that
I immediately asked Hrary what we weould do with the rest of 1it.
He snnounced very positively hat there wouldn't be sny rest
of his half. Vy adniratior was excitel by the inrcvads he made
on his portion “or s time dut aftcr ho had dizposed of & cuble
foot or two his ent*uslasm viaivly and rapldly diminiched and
at the last we larft enougt for another two hungry men. Ve
chose the Uoncord rond. This gues aercss the country instead
of fcllowing the 0G.F.%2 A\, R.,R, Tic rovad war fine and went
through a beautiful country. ¥%e wculd walk up one long slope
to the tope of the divide betwcen two strecarc and immedlately
descerd to another stream. This wc repeated until dark when
we reached a place which we hed picked out on the map as a
guitable place for ca-pir;. It wea on a hill-tor sparscly
ecovered with pine and osk., It was only & few hurdred yeards
from & large good-looking dwelling. This was across the road
however, and a large tobacco barn protected us fror~ view., As
our clothes wcre wet with perspiration and we had nc blankets
(Henry had & light coat but hed not rven thet) we hed deterrined
to btuild a fire and Ary our elothes and we diln't particularly
care to have visitors. On the hilltop we found a number of
deserted cabine, though one of ther wa3 ocoupled ty a number
of goats that had gone to roost. This, by tre wsy, is an ob-
viously inapproriate term hiech was suggested by an inclicnt
that I will relate. Retired to reat sounds e lilttle stilted
8o I fear I shall have to let the first expression stand., A
few hundred feet away Henry picked out a amall oak with éroop-
ing 1icbs es a suitable place for our slumbers. :e sald the
dew would be heavy and the tree w-uld protest us from the

falling dew. I have an impressicn that the dew does not fall
in reaTdty vt aa T hed welked 28 milem theat Anv the ohvioua
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heresy of such a statement 4i1d not strike me at the tire and
I accepted the suggestion as a 2ood one. We had eaten so much
weterhelor that we decided we wanted no supper sc we se’ nbout
making preparations fcr the nisht before it got toc dark. 1
colleoted wood for the fire near en 014 pine stump which I was
sure was fat and would dburr easily while Henry collected wlld
cherry leaves to make us a couch. He gathered two tig armfuls
and asked me opinion rhether I trought that would do. A4s the
round was nearly bare under the low-growing limbs of the ' ak
thought it a 1ittle doudbtful dut as it was pretty dar- Dby
thia time we decided to make it do. ~s it was still sc eerly
that we did not like to run the risk of attrecting attentlon
from the road which wes not very far awey we rested and sroked
until about nine o'clock and then proceeded to build the flre.
I stood sore branches against a pine that atood a dozen feet
awey from the fire and festoored my earments sbout these
branches. As 1 had preempted the only availeble tree Henry
wes forced to exterporize another wmethoé of dryins olothes.
He hit upon the idea of piling green brancres witnin three feet
of the fire, and disrored his garments. L: e2plained thet this
was pretty clese but seid he would watch elosely und urged me
tc dc tre sare. This proved more diffioult than waz anticipated
a5 wc seeme! to have orosen the favorite bunting prounds of a
colory of entr., We were pretty actively enguged in atending
first cn one foot and then on the other while we removed the
red-hot ants that were evidently thirsting for cur blcod. “hile
we .ere giving interested cttention to this amell metter which
gcened fcr the time to outweigh learger matters, the wire-zress
took fire.. The eere~ony which rust have looka1 “ron the road
1ike the nolemn dance nof naked dervishes wns immediately succeed-
el bty one cf a much mors stirenuous charscter a0 that gots beyond
contrcl in the woods ia ro jove, Lenrv took time, noweveys, to
rescus the reraing of his *porosnit’ union suit from the fire,
Be afterwards remarke3 that it 4id not mrke much ditfererce
apyhow as the burn would be oovered up, he wa waere not well
equipped fer fire fighting we hastily elothes ourselves in our
shors end after ¢ few minutes lively work put out the wire for
the time being. As tha stump got well sfire and the heal con-
gtsntly inereased it wculd estoh from time to time and have to
be put out again. After one of these alarms I hesrd en ejacu-
lation which was a perfectly rood ejamculation unier the eir-
cumstances, all thinzs eonsidered, but . az afraid it would
not leck well on paner, sc it is omitted here. The trouble
this time was with ~is shirt. He saved moct of it, however, there
was still plerty to put on and except that the left half of the
coler was restroy:-3 it 4idn't look so bad, at least in the dark.
After arother side-steppine rout with the ants end a not very
sucoessful effort to adjust our delicate eniderrlis to the rough-
ness of the wire-grass end the prickles of the pine needles
and get a little ruch needed renose, we conclude? trat our clothes
were dry anough snd put thke~ on, ‘e were no sooner dressed than
I received e mild shock by Laving Henry propore to go for a drink
of water befcre retiring. I 4id not et first thought see how
we were going to get bty the dogs. Then wakine country people
and calling them cut of their houses is e practice not looked
upon with much favor in this part f the oourtry. lowever, when
Benry had explained that he bad located a well, moross the road
from the house an eighth of a mile back the thing began to look
more fesasble and I consented. The trip was made withcut any
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trouble exocept that incidental to walking about in the woods

in the dark as tripping over projeoting roots and ruaning into
branches of trees in unexpected places.. We firally arrived

at the well where we found two negroes ahead of us on the same
errand. It appeared that they were on their way, in the night,
from Salary to Mekepiece. Their presence explained something
that had oocurred during the campfire scene. We hecrd some
hollowing but we were busy just ther and besidez we were not

in visiting costume and we 414 not want to see the owner of

the woods anyhow that night. In a little while the noise
stopped and we were willing to let sleeping dogs lis. It is
probable that these men watched our performance though we did
not eask them. They probably took us for lunaties and decided
that it was not worth while getting acquainted. Besides colored
men would naturally be s little careful in breaking intc a
white man's camp in th's country. W%e got our drink and re-
turned to the camp easily being aided now by the light from

the fire. We took a final look at the fire and sought our
leafy eouches. This proved to be not to be so poetical as it
sounds. Ny suspicions adout the insuffieciency of the stuffing
of the mattresses was soon Justified and bdesides we found that
we were not out of the ant gzone. Nor was this the full measure
of our troubles. I had no coat and it hed grown quite ohilly
as night fell. I had taken the precaution to leave off my over-
shirt, partly with e view of preserving the rerains of its
pristine beauty as had survived the strenucus eighteen hours

of the day past and partly to serve as a coverlet. I srranged
the leafy stuffing of my couch and mede a pillow of my krapssek,
containing the losf of bread the jelly and the butter and a
belf dozen eggs which I forgot to mention in my inventory. This
was the only use I got out of the eges am Henry is a vegetarian
and I had not hungered for thet kind of nourishrent. In the
morning they were so mashed that I haed tc eclean out the krap-
sack with a spoon 80 as they were not a grest succesas as a
pillow they may be considered to have been wasted. By artfully
disposing my shirt sc es to make it cover the largest possible
area and by tucking the sleeves under ry ehin I found rysel?
fairly comfortable. But I soon discovered that I wes comfortably
tucked in bed and ready to go to sleep than I would feel the
stealthy treed of an ant on the southeest corner of my body I
usually waited for a few minutes hopirg he would lose his way
and maybe wander over onto Herry, but I alweys found this was
useless for sooner or later I was forced to seize him with a
none too gentle grip and hurl him into the outer dark. Generally
be or some of his depraved tribe wcre back by the time I hed got
myself carefully tuocked in again as this was an operatior not
to be_hastily or earelessly prrfcrred., 4his kept me so busy
that I had no opportunity to sleep. Lhis however was not the
only cause of sleeplessness, After poing to bed (So to Speak),
we were both of us shocked and startled not to say scarcd by
the ost soul-harrowing and nerve-racking noise I have ever
heardi. I had plenty of time to think about for a form of ex-
pression that would desoribe it eand I finally concluded that the
best deseription J could pive of 4t (Though this is adrittedly
iradequate in giving any conception of its horrible uniyueness)
was "The nolse made by & drownirg ~an, laughing and vomiting in
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in a large, echoing, nearly empty cistern. "It was impossible
to locate the sound. Sometimes it seemed no father away than
the branches of the nearest large trees, at other times we
thought it might be as far away as the large house we had
passed on the road. As we had lots of time we discussed this
horror thoroughly but without coming to any ecnelusion rs to
its cause. Yor a long time I eould think of nothing it could
possibly be but an owl of some unknown sort, Later though when
we had deserted our beds for the carpfire, I remerbered some-
thing T had read. After thinking this suggestion over for
sometime, I finally said "Henry in my youth I once read of =a
very horrible, entirely mythical monster called the Jadberwock,
I suspect that we heave run soross it." Henry with gratifying
promptness at once sdmitted the entire remsonableness of the
suggestion and therezfter we referred to it wittout hesitation
as the Jabberwock, At 1:20 we betook ourselves to the earpfire
and built i1t up. At three o'clock we concluded we were not
sleepy and as we wanted to get an early start anyhow we might
as well get up. Henry immediately announced his intention of
hunting up the Jabberwock, whioch had continued to sing all
night at fairly reguler intervals. I let him &0 alone as it
was too dark to see a Jabberwoek and I hadn't lost one anyway.
he came back shortly and said he oouldn't see it but it wes
not an owl as he could sce a shadow slipping about in a vacant
room in the deserted cadin. In a little time as it was getting
light he decided to take snother look. He was gone 80 long
that I was debating the edvisadbility of #oing on a relief ex-
pedition, when I was relieved to see him ocoming from the direct-
ion of the 0ld long cabin with a good sized watermelon under
each arri, He said at once that he had made out the Jabberwock
and he thought it was 2 poat with the distemper. In the pre-
sence of the melons and the announcement of his discovery the
Jabberwock lost interest. We 10st po time in sampling a real
Georgia watermelon on its own ground. I did not ask any un-
mannerly questions about price or ask any explanation about
how he had happened to find anybody astir at that hour from
whomhe could buy watermelons. nry is a deacon in the Presby-
terian Church ard, of course, mbove suspicion. It is a fair
assumption that he had met up with a negro who had eo'lected
his waternelons early in order to get off seasonably with his

femily on a ten or twery mile ride to ehurch. The uynusual ex-
cellence of the only one we ate would suggest that it must

havebeen stolen but the hypothetical explanstion I have
suggested would be in entire amccordance with this theory. The
one we ate was of the brindled variety. The other one wes
black and looked like a shipper. Ve did not eat it but left
it on the ground either as e part payment for the lodgings we
hed had or as a return for stolen goods as the case might be.
Not having eny water we made a hasty tollet by wiping the back
of a shirt sleeve across the mouth and took the road. Mlenry
followed his usual system when walking of poing either bare-
hea ed or bare-focted. In the morning before the sun gets hot
he wears his shoes but puts his hat in 'is knapsack. In the
middle of the day he wears his hat but tekes off Lis shoes

and tying them together by the laces hane: them over his camera
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tripod or adbout his neck. We soncluded to eat breakfast at a
oreek two miles fram Baindbridge as shown by the map. This day
we travelled through a oountry of large planations and negro
huts. When we came to the greek we falled to identity it with
the one on the map and passed on dbut in a little while became
aware by the passing mileposts that we had missed our chance
to bathe our feet and possidly get a drink of water. The latter
would have been unnecessary if I could have persuaded Henry to
carry the other watermelon. It was a dark melon sni I tried to
convince him that it was a shipper and would have born $rans-
portation well, &He declared that melons were toc eheap in
that eountry. I do not quite see the force of this remark as
I' pald 35 ets. for the melon I dought the day before and I
thought that was all it would have been worth in the North.
He probably knew what he was tal king about however,. Having
missed the creek we found a lake some little distance off the
road and made our way tc it. It was filled with waterlillies
and very dirty so we 414 not venture to use it even for toilet
urposes. I took off my shirt and we proceede’! to eat breakfast.
erhaps I should exrlain that it is not de regle to takeoff
your shirt when you eat breakfast in this part of the country.
The day before Henry and I had dedbated for some time as to who
drank the most water and who sweatrd the most. 4t the end of
the day we had reached the amicadble oonclusion thet he drank
the moet in the morning (fifty three cups was *is first achiwe-
ment. <his is the less incredible when it is known that the
folding pocket cup he uses d4id not hold rore than a table-
spoonful. At first he was inelined to scorn the idea thet
I could be a seriocus rival to him in this particular. *e d4id
not make proper allowaence for the larger size of my cup. After
ocarefully watoching the persistence and frequency with which I
drank at every possible opportunity he handsoriely admitted
that he was mistaken). #*ith regard to our relative abilities
ﬁ‘ sweaters he was a little slower in doing me full juatice.

e claimed that the water ran off his legs so abundantly that
his shoes were wet and I oould mot exhibit anything in that
line to compare to thia, Later in the day, however, when he
was corupelled to observe the appearance of my shirt which had
changed in oolor from light straw too deep brown he admitted
his mistake and we reached the conclusion (mutually setis-
faotory) that while he sweated moat about the extremities I
sweated most about the body. As it was Sunday and we expected
to kest the populatior going to ehurch T naturslly wanted to
present as neat and trig appearance as was possible efter a
forty seven mile walk in June. Aftcr all I suspect that my
efforts were only relatively successful es Mary cheracterized
ny appearance after getting home as dirty. But then she hedn't
seen Henry. At least 1 4idn't locklike I had had a narrow
esocape fror a burning house. ¥ell about eight o'clock we entered
town. Beainbridge is hidden by its trees but there was & column
of smoke straight ahead of us which was doubtleas the water-
works. This was doubtless on the river and oould not have
been very far from the landing where we hoped to find a bosat
that left regulearly on her down trip to Appalachicola every
Friday and Sunday. ¥We had counted on catohing this boat spend-
ing five hours or more floating down the river to Kiver Junction
and there catehing the Seaboard trein and getting home at three
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or four on Mondsy morning. Unfortunately both of us are color
blind when it ocomes to sense of direction,., If his sense is
gero mine is minus quantity. So when at the edge of town he
proposed to take a street at right angles to our proper course
saying he had deen in Bainbridge once and thought he oould go
to the landing I followed his lead un:uestionadbly. #e walked
in the new direction "quit« a spell” and as we did not seex to
be getting nearer to town we turned at right angles and after
a while ocame to a hotel which marked the center of town nearly
enough and we found the pedometer marked 47 miles. There was
no one on the streets of whom to ask questions. We coculd have
gore into the hotel but we were afraid they would sick the dog
on us. We started out to find a drug store. Thim was easy but
we found it closed., #e were both of the opinion that a glass
of soda or dish of ice-oream was coming to us and we started
to 1ind one but here we met with a cruel disappointmert. It
seens they have 2 Sunday law in Bainbridge and even a restaur-
ant cannot sell such frivolous things as icecream or soft
drinks. The proprietor told us we could not buy a match in
Bainbridge on “unday. ¥e were lucky, in a way, in this place
in meeting @ man who sald that we need not hunt up the bosat
because he had cane up the ¥iver a few before and the Cpptain
said that the water was so low he probably would not ego 4own
befcre the middle of the week. This was not final however

and we persisted until we found the boat tied up to the wherf
with no evidence of anybody's part to disturd her rest. “e
corcluded there was notring to do but catch the eleven o'clook
train on the G.F. ¢ A, to Talluhassee. wne found tr's after a
while on the other side of town. henry looked at the pedometer
and said it registered 50 miles. Having plenty of time we con-
cluded to go to a little wood across the truck ard take some
much needed rest, We spread ourselves out on soft grass ( I
as not sure there wes any gras there tut it was soft mnyhow).
Of course we firmly resolved not to gc to sleer. I gleep with
diffieulty in the daytime and anticipated no :ort of trouble
but three timcs I oaught myself on the verge of sleep., Henry
slipped clear over for when the train came in I had & good
deal of trouble to get him aweke. “hen wc got our tigkets e
said he was going to take advantage of the Sunday rate er: go
on to Lanark end take a swim. Lanark is a summcr rescrt on
the Gulf and I could not see myself in the midst of a wunday
orowd so I bought a ticket to Tallahasses..''hern we arrived
Benry was asleep and I left without disturding him. I didr't
walk home this time and I got there just in time tc wash and
dress and get dinner. We talk about goirs to Iamonis n- x*
Sunday. This will make a round trip of 40 miles. Herry this
morning proposecd that we walk to Fensacola whicl is 195 miles.
He thinks we can go in eight days if the watermelons holi out.
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"The Beechmont"

A name suggested for the new hotel in Tallshascce
by Jerome MoNeill, formerly Professor of Botarny in the
Florida State College for Women.

1. It 13 a distinctive neme (like Royul roinciena). It is
not used elsewhere, in the South, at least,

2. Easy to say; sounds well, and looks sttractive in prict

3. Is appropriate because Tallahassee is a hil! city end

the permanent natural forest (now in its early steges on
these red olay hills) is a forest which containa Beech as

a principal tree, as in tre eastern United States

gencrally. THuout its range while the beech maintains its
relative abundance, it is eccompanied by differernt specles,
notably the Hemlock in the northern portion, Sugar Maple

in the Central States, end Magnolias sout!: of the Allegh=znies.

01d Beeches (mometimes of sgendid proportions) and
young trees can be found on all t*e hills north end ean-
of town. The largest I heve seen are hidden i1 a Gerse
wooiland at the easterr end of the first cut on the l-a-
board R.R. northeast of the oity. 4 few miles fAther cut,
& short disterce e¢sst of the railrosdi, is a conrideratlc: beeeh
ferest., In the first wood east of town there are yours
beeclkes cf ell apes scettered thru the hammock.

These observetliors ere supported by staterents =~de
in 1827 by J... Williaems who published « took, "a View cf
¥est Flcride", in which he apoke of "gbundant groves c®
Cak, Lickory, beech erd magnolia crownins tle bi.ls ari
coverlng their slopes.



Inwood Farm
Feb, 21,1926

Dear Jeasie:

I teke my pen in hand is, T belleve, the suthorized
wap of beginning of a letter to tell you about the fire
but as it would teke more than enoush to make a dictionary
tc write what has happened during the night of the fire and
since I will Just jot down some scraps as they come to me,
beginning at the end since that is the freshest. I owe every-
body in the family a letter and as I can't possibly find time
to write to each of ther maydbe you ocan send this around or
make copies for Anna, lioward, Gregg, Warren, eto.

Last night we were quiting work hoping for a little rest
today when Laura weitine for me on the back porch of the tenant
house(where we are¢ in residence now) maw the red oow Jurp into
the yard near the big tree on the north side and ther judp out
into the fruit garden. She raced up (her usual pace for the
last 13 days) and got the cow out bty making her jump back. As
it was dark by that time, we quit for the night and this morn-
ing as early as possible we visited the scene sgein armed with
material to fix the fence. Laura put out the "old devil™ agein,
(I am of 11ttle use where agility is rcquired, espeoially after
two weeks of gtrenuous exertion as I a~ still lare). We then
worked at the fences till mid afternoor and then called it a
day and went hore to bathe and eat.

Perhaps I had as well add e word about the fire tho this
is only to be a reagre outline. I may never get time to write
more. Mondey a week ago, the 8th, of Feb., T believe, we were
all sitting by the fire thinking about retiring. 4s I Lad
occasion to go out on the dbaok porch, I took the flesklight and
opencd the back door in the hall. I weas at onoce attractcd by
a feint glow in the back yard like lamplight fror. a window or
very faint méonlight or, I daidn't finish, but at once hurried
over the poreoch and out into the yard and glanced up at the
kitehen chimney. There were faint blue and yellow flaves for
about four ft. slong the two uppermost rows of shinzler at the
west end of the roof, I went into the house and informed the
folks (witrout excitement) that the roof was afire. %ithout
words we went to the garapge end got a light ladder while L-ure
started the pump. I climbei onto the porch roof and Lsura henced
me & pall of water. Making my way with diffioculty over thre
steeper roof of the kitchen I got near enuf the fire to dc sors
execution with the water, but unfortunately rostof it flowed
down over the roof and rade it so slipprery that I could not get
back to ry position nesr the fire. Laura tried to help me by
climbing over the porch roof with Ler shoes off (3he found one
Of them after the fire, but the rermainder of the evenin: rhe
tramped in stocking feet over sands;urs, erd Yas sufferei a
small martyrdor. wit: her feet since). As it waa evident we
could not get near the fire by the direct route, I tricd the
schere of elimbing up the gut!er where the kitoler joina the
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main house and stradled the roof comb and tried to get to the
fire at the other end cf the roof. I fourd very quickly that the
shingles near the ridre were too hot for ecomfort and since the
ridge wes too hot to sit orn without asbectos roofing for the seat
of my breeches, By this time it wes evident that the fire had
been burning under the roof for two hours, or sirce supper, There
was a slet window in the east or front end of the building and the
draft was carrying the fire towerd théa very slowly nc doubt,
until the fire about the chimney burned & hole in the roof. It
didn't teke as long to think this as to write. I wes sbout to
sucgest t'e uselessneas of our trying longer to stop the confla-
gration, when Laura sugpested that we give it up and save some

of the things in the house. I think we made record time down

the ladder and then int:. the house but Laura deat me both becausse
she is spryer and because my place on the ridge weas more awkward.
I found her trying to get a desk or something out the trront door
and into the yard, Dy this time, inoredible as it may seem, the
roof was blazing fror end to end. “e persisted as long as it

was possible but by this tirme it was evident thet trings in the
front yard would burn as the fire was raing s gale to the east
tho there wes alrmost no air stirring at the atart., ®e hed little
success in getting things out of the rarrow gate snd all of these
burned eventually (exce;t a little burlle of clcthes, ineluding a
new suit of mine whieh Laura grabted at the last, apd the iron
cot whioh Fath¢r arnd wother dboth died on. I succeeded ir time

to gct 1t into the yurd where we found it after the fire dbut also
wittout bedolothes. This ia about all we recued finally fro- the
fire. (Tho the grass in the yard was too sbort to carry fire very
fortunetely for us or we might have had the groves burnod, endéd the
ferm, in faet ineludirg the other buildings an! the car! except a
ehair of Mother Cano's and one of her treasured pictures and the
before mentioned fence. Cur two nearest neighhors got to us

*hile the fire as at its climax but it wes of ocourse toc late to
do much. In fact two rire enginer with plenty of water could rot
have rut out the fire if they ksd been on the ground when 1 first
saw it. 4£8 you krow the house was double-wrlled and sll fat pine,
It must hawe burned under the whole roof before it broke out and
then it isn't much exegeeration to say it went 1ike £ flusk, One
thing T will ed4d ani then I must stop for the time. The continua-
tion of the episcde may get written sooncr or later. The thing

] wanted to ¢'cse with was this. I fortunately had or the slippers
Yarjorie geve me. I took the off and left the~ at the foct of

the ladder when I got on the roof and took time to put ther on,
lucky for meé, when we gave :p fighting. These and the pair Mother
Garo hed on were all that were saved out cf 15 pairs in the housc
end these I have on as I write ani they are as good as ever. I
think I'11 keep the~ for hcirlooms. T rust add that we came out
whole except that Laura got an extensive burr on her barc fore
arm (e couple of inches wide and 5§ or o in. long. It s ered the
others to be mentioned were surface burns fro the frirttful heat
of the flames. Lhis has been slow hea'ing but is ~uch better now,
Yother Gano had e similer burn but less severe and T t'irk t is
{5 about well, Strange Lo relate 1 bllstered the top of my heai-
I sup;ose I will have to acknowledre row, the hair 1s a 1itt1¢
thin. T must run to feed the ¢ric-ens.
with love to all of you.
Father.
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Laura's note added to this letter:
Dear Jessie:

Your father owed your Uncle lipward a letter as we heard
fror him recently with intimation that vour Aurnt Ella might come
to visit us if we invited Ler (I will enciose hisle'ter sc you
ses how it is with them) end 1 waes anxious for your father to
make a prompt reply end ask her tc come. 2ut as thirss now are
we can hardly acccmmodate ourselves and gertainly no visitors
and I fear your father will not get another letter writter very
soon, So if you car read t-is letter and can make somé copes
80 others can read it, we shall thank you - if you will send one
around to Leslie and Yarren and also e copy to Oregg and to
Boward - or one to Howard and tell him to forward to Oregg. This
will soquaint the circle with our present circumstences - ~nd
I have 80 little time to write I fear they will not otherwise
soon learn the particulars.

Lother hes rot been feeling very well - the reasoctior from
the nervous tenasion - and has suffered fro- necuralgis for
several daya but is tetter this evening. I think she has en-
dured the whole dimester and rude camping experience very wonder-

-

fully and I am proud of her pluck. :i.er attackment to her possess-
ions made it a fearful shcok besides the actual! loss of all her

things.
With love to you both,

Laure

"other says "tell Jessie, she and Xarjorle were the lest cres to
see the plgture of -~y besutiful Lebanon home where Father and T

were married"™, She keeps t'inking, you cee, of the manv things

80 suddenly destroyed.



Tallahassees, Jan.15th, 1912,
My dear Anna,

if my bookkeep {s straight, must write to you to eongratulate
you on the very interesting news oconteained in a letter to Jessie
a few days ago. I have never been a grandfather {ot so can't
really tell whether I shall like it or mot. WMy ehief anxiety is
that I don't look the part. However I shall be getting older
cvor{ d‘ilind obably by the time he gets ready to _go to eollege
people w not misteke me for his elder drother., But if thc{n
do it won't do any real harm will it? Thet is a very oonsoling
thot and I am glad I thot it. Go or and do your worst. It is
srob.bly esanier to be a grandrather than a mother after all.

hich is all very silly dut I have minlaid my guide to Letter
¥riting and as I have never oongratulated a daughter on the pros-
pect of ohild I don't kmow what to say. It ean't be out of the
way tho to keep well and strong and happy as possible so the bady
comes into a bright and cheerful world under the best asusplices

of a well and happy mother. Of ocourse you are following the ad-
vice of a good doetor but after all there isn't anything to do
except to keep as well and heppy as possidle. I don't really
know whether a doetor would think it well for you to make a jour-
ney of some length at this time or not. We would like to have
you here for a oouple of months if you could come. We don't get
reconciled to the notion of having our children at the other end
of the Continent. Jessie has deen a wonderful hclf and comfort
this winter. Marjorie is busy with her last year in college and
Jessie is good enough to take all the work off Mardorlie's heands.
Of course she is great help end corpany for her mother. She is
indispensable as she likes to walk and we go at least once 8 week
for an all dey welk. Today we walked sixteen miles rieasured by
the pedometer (esk Leslie) and she was no more tired then if she
had been to the grocery. A oouple of weeks ago I went for quite
a tramp with the Mr. Henry of whor I think you have heerd before.
I a» going to enolose this socount with this letter. Fhile you
are doing much but have & baby you might wr'te the grarifather
to be once in a while.

Ia liltl of the faest that you already owe me two letters

#ith love to 2 1/2,
Father and 1/2 Grandfather.



A Yacation Trip.

Yor some time Henry and I have been planning to go on e
camping trip for a few days during the Rolidaye but the weather
was 80 unfavorabdble that we 4id not get off until Saturday morn-
ing, the next to the last day of the year. We had planned to
g0 to and around Lake Iamonia, around Lake Vissocukee to Monti-
cello, and back to Lloyds whers we expected to take the Seaboard
for Tallahassee at midnight, Jan. lst. --The result was different
as the account will duly set forth. I hed for baggsge & knapsack
and a botany oase filled to the hatches with two lcaves of bread,
rye and graham, one pound each of head cheese, sliced bacon, and
English walnuts, twe boxes of fried potatoes, a suit of under-
clothes, two pairs of socks, and some hendkerchiefs, besides some
first a{dn to campers which it is not necessary to specify. Henry
bad his cameras, bread, cheese and pecens, and a petent, duplex,
reversible frying pan that ocould be folded up to such a cempass
that it would almost fit in & large man's watoh pocket., As it
was dark when we started we walked along soberly for sevaral miles
without paying much attention to the trees which were the ostens-
ible object of the trip. In the oourse of the day, however, we
exazined hurriedly severasl very interesting wooda, but I shall not
atterpt any desoription of thes< as they are much less interesting
to hear about than to ses. The Meridian roasd, which we followed
all day, runs to and around Iamonia traversing the divide which
separates that lake from Leke Jackson which is in sight for seversl
miles. This lake is twelve miles and Iamonia 20 miles lons. It
was eighteen miles to our camp tro the pedometers registered
twenty-elght. This was occasioned by the numerous detours we made
for the purpose of examining intereating forests., Ye passedin
the courses of the day only three houses of white men. The first
belongs to Nr, W{lson, onecf the principel dry goods dealers of
Tallehassee.. This is a fine one story bullding on the top of a
high bill, It has a beautiful view of Lake Jackson and the
surrounding country. It is twkdve miles fro~ town and we thought
of stopping but as it was a half mile from the road we coneluded
that time was too pressing.. Incidentalli I learned why the road
was called Meridian. There is & small bullding on the rosd about
fifteen miles from Tallahassee which was formerly e store and pest
office of the same name., This probadbly gave the name to the roed
though it may have been the other way. leave the point for
historians to settle. The important thing is that we had expected
to get same butter and eggs there and the disappointment caused
us to determine to stop at the next white man'a house which be-
longs to a Mr. Wells,.As we reached the gate a negro mamry approached
from the opposite direction. We waited for her and asked for in-
formation as to the probability of our getting the supples thet
we needed. She was fn doubt, She expleained that they had formerly
kept a store but she thought it was closed., Acting on her sugges-
tion we accompenied her to the house..This was a nice, verandaed,
one-story frame ebout an eighth of & mile from the road. It was

surrounded by good farm buildings, including s good store building,
end had a good yard adorned with trees and shrubs. On reaching
the house she suggested that we wait in the yard while she notified
the proprietor that we were prospective customers. We stood about
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for some minutes, wondering a little at the coolness of our
reception, Finally the owner, a pleasant looking and soft spoken
gentleman, apzcarcd and we -:50 known our business. ¥e regretted
that the chickens were not laying and he had sent the butter to
market the day bdefore but he willingly agreed to furnish us a
drink of water. We acoompanied him around the bhouse to the well.
He drew a ducket of water snd called to a little girl to dring

us a glass. Ve were adbout to thank him and leave when he asked
us to oome to the house and get a glass of ¢ream. Kow I am not
used to telking of oresm in that reckless way. If he meant milk
I had no use for it, and if he meant oream I wouldn't know what
to do with ft, The idea of drinking a whole gless of cream struck
me as being almost sacriligious and I was obliged to decline. In
going around the house ry attention was attracted to a couple of
well-grown orange trees and I politely inquired whether they had
borne this season. He informed us that Le had gotten two barrels
and a half from the two trees asking us to wait went into the
house and brought us out a helf dozen to try. Cur attention was
then attracted to a fine lot of hogs and expressing interest in
them he took us to see his 500 1b, dboar. This, I have no doubt,
a perfectly good boar, but he acknowledged Kr, ¥%ells introduction
of us with a surly grunt whieh did no oredit to his southern
breeding. Altogether he had a confident and self-satisfied, not
to sey arrogant air adout him which 444 not encourage tamiliarity.
I doubted the aptness of the term domestic when eappliel to him.
Ee may heve been sufficiently danestic in the bosor cf his family
if other food was abundant and of sufficient variety but his
manner was such as to inspire respect rat-er than sffection in
the rest of the world. %e learned from ¥r, %ells that he raised
forty hogs weighing 250 lbs. at twelve months and we tiought

this pretty good for a Leon Co. fermer. He then took ua to sees

2 herd of good-looking cattle which were feeding in & field of
fine ruta bagas, They seemed to my unskilled judgement to be
fine cows. f I have correoctly asasimilated the information im-
parted by him, they were mostly Duroc-Jersey grades or sormething
like that. "hen we were at the point of leaving, he s=id "I am
sorry I can't esk gou gentlemen to stay with me tonight but you
seé we have a new badby in the house and I am afraid it would not
be very comfortable for you. "We assured him of the pleassure

we should have in acoepting bis invitation under d4ifferent oir-
cumstances and explained that we were on a rambling expédition
partly undertaken for the pleasure of camping out. ¥%ith mutuel,
end I think sincere expressions of pleasure at our meeting we
finally took our leave. The Boutk has certairly develored kindly
people, To meet them is often a pleasure and an education,

Proceeding on our way we decided not to try 'r. Anders,
who lives a mile farther on the rosd, for eggs and butter as we
were afrald we would not dbe allowed to camp. In this reapect our
fears were groundless as we learncd fror. a remark of his next day.
Cne of tre sisters expressed surprise that we had rot core to

the house. Mr, Anders salid that he very well understood how men
scmetimes preferred the woods to a house but regretted theat he

had not known we were in his neighborhood as he could have sent
us fresh pork and things.. We d4id not know whose land we were on
and we were & little afraid the owners wou'd come arcund and order
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us off the grass. Our camp was admiredly located in all ways.

We were in a little pine wood in the middle of a large old field
covered with broom-sedge and entirely surrounded by woodas. We
estimated that the neerest bouse was not nearer than half s mile
and it wes on the other side of the woods.. There was s running
stream a few hundred feet from the spot where we determined to
build the fire. This spot was determined for us by finding two
logs close together. These were 18 in. in diameter and we rolled
then together to make a V and dbullt the fire between. As there
was enough down wood to keep a fire for two weeks we did not
sconomize on wood at all.. Cooking in the new fryimg pan proved
80 interesting that it cocupied all our time (after the fire was
- dbuilt) from 4 o'oclock to bedtime nine o'clock. We came pretty
near cooking all the provisions that had deen intended to last
three deays. Don't fanoy that our cooking was of the common bacor-
frying camp kind. To be sure we fried six or eight skillets of
bacon just to get the hang of the new frying pen. Cn discover-
ing thet we kad too much greese after werming up the potstoes

we tried the experiment of frying dread,this ware very suocessful
but we improved on this soocn by putting cheese on top of the bacon.
When we attempted to fry the headcheese we met with our first
check es it merely grew soft and fell to pieces. Our ingenuity
overcame this 4ifficulty end in a little we hed inverted a dish
which is believed to be new to science. It may hereafter be
celled Camp Fricassee Henry and YeNeill. The exaot forrmulae will
be withheld from putlicatior but the foundation ingredients were
head-cheese, chesse and bread. The seasonirg may be added to
teste. They consist of a oamp-fire, good corpanionr, pale stars,
e fair roon, and the air of the open roesd..Supper over we washed
dishes by wiping out the frying pan with Spanish moss =nd got
ready fo retire. This was s sirple process. I made a pillow

out of my kneperck pertly filled with clothes. Henry not having
the espare clothing, substituted a dourle of loaves of bread. ¥e
were ready to complete our preparations for bed by untying our
shoes when we heard at the distance of a few hundred yards a man
celling his dog end collecting hogs. This mmde us think that

we were yet to kave a visitor. Henry declared at once that no
nigger would be oalling hogs at that tire of night unless he
thought they were in danger of being killed or stolen. Our privaey
not beirg further disturbed we stretched ourselvesz by the fire
and Henry lost no time in going to sleep.. 1 lay awake for s long
time., The night soene was too interesting to leave. ¥We were
near the border of the wood and looking one way there was a great
ohamber roofed by the sky which seemed to reat upon the blmsck
tops of the trees, all brightly lighted by the fire. A eontinual
strean of sparks were carried swiftly to the lower branches of
the trees where they were seized by invisitle h=nds and carried
by devious weys until they found a resting place fer nfield. On
the other aide was the dbrown field fenced by the mysterious
forest end drenchcd with moonlight. There were no sounds but

the distant dbarking of dogs, the sclemn murmuring of the pines
and the orsckling fire. Gettirg up once toc put more fuel on the
fire I wen startled by hearirg Henry oamll out "Hey". Receiving no
answer but a repitition of the ohallenege I ocorneluded he must be
dreaming s0 I waked him or I thought I did though the next mcrn-
ing he occuld not remember that he had gotten up snd helped me
rebuild the fire. He told me the next day that he dreared he

was driving off a negro who was prowling around the fire. This
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Oufht to removey any doudt dut our Welgch radbit was a suceess.
Twice again during the night he repeated the performance. The
seocond time he thought he was driving away a dog that had eome
up and licked his face. About one o'cloock es I was still wake-
fule and my feet were uncomfortable I took off my shoes and put
on all my stookings. This worked well and I slept till morm ng
weking once in a while to fix the fire. As usual BOrning esame
too goon. Contrary to our oustom we decided to breakfast Before
starting. We spent 30 much time over this meal that {t was 7:30
before we droke samp. We had scarcely left the woods bordering
the roed when we were overtsken by a young ma: on horsebask
accompanied by two dogs. We talked pleasantly and in the course
0f the conversation we told hixz what we were doing and where we
bhad spent the night. Orn kearing this he laughed heartily and
said "That explains the story my man Jim has Just finished tell-
ing me. He said he saw & fire last night over in the old field
and when he got over there he found four conviots had built s
fire and were getting ready to kill a pig 80 he galled in the
pies and shut them up., When he went over to the fire to drive
the men off they saw him eoming and ran off and hid. In answer
o the question es to how he knsw the men were convicts he re-
Pliod that the one fixing the fire (Henry) was as big as old
man Beardsley end he had on the atripes. "Now consider the re-
sult of this not too suspicicus beginning of aoquaintance, When
we arrived at the gate he invited us to come in ard have break-
fast. Y¥hen we explained that we had just breakfasted he urged
us to eome in and have a oup of coffee, snyhow. Ve gleaided the
urgency of our work and the shortness of the time, e snid we
ought to see his Magnolia hammook over by the lake. To be sure
it wes on the otker cide of the farm end two miles away but he
offered to hitch up and teke us over. Te were unwillirg to put
him to the troutle but said we would visit the harmock if he
would start us on the road. This didn't geem to be a very good
arrangement and he wanted us to let hir furnish us horees to
ride. ¥e finally got away after promising tc come up to the
house when we got back and get a drink of water anywey end as it
was clouded over and looking wvery like reirn we partly promised
to stay for lunch. The hammook was megrificent, 300 scres and
in a part of it 95%L of the trees were Magnolia. There were also
many beech, hickory, pest oak, and basket cek. '@ spernt an hour
Oor 80 in the woods and were engeged ir the interesting sport of
trying to wade out to ar islend in the lake when it begarn to
rain so hard that we were afraid we would get wet 80 we gtarted
for the house. (n our arrival we were introduced to the two
sisters (the remaining members of the family). There were young,
straight, comely, niece¢ly dreased young women who looked Very
Sootch. They made us as warmly welcore as if we hed been o0ld
friends and introduced us to a room with & fire in the fireplace.
Brother and sisters were disturbed at our wet gclothes. They
were fearful of our taking o0old or having preumonia. They urged
us to dress in '‘r, ‘Anders clothes while ours were driecd.. Ye
smilingly refused to change our clothes but surrendered our g¢osatis
end headgear and thepe were taken to another room where s fire
was bullt and they were dried. They thought we oupght to at least
change our socka &nd when we thougkt this unnecessary they tried

to persuade us to take off our shoes and dry our feet by the rlre.
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Refusing had got to de a hadit by this time 80 we declined
to do this. ¢ house I might say wes a very good rambling,
freme, One-story structure with verandas on several sides. It
was Old-fashioned with a large open hall running through the
middle. It stood several hundred yards back from the road in
& large, level, park-like yard of several acres. Seattered
eround at a distance of a few hundred feet were farm buildings,
a dairy dbarn, a eanc mill apd a tobacco barn being the most
notable. lvor{thiﬁf was in exoellent repair and the ground
about the out-buildings was grass-ccvered and as well kept
as ebout the house, ere was ap entire azbdsence of the litter
thet so commonly ocumbers a barnyard. This in spite of the
fact that there were pigs, horses, and eows in the enclosure.
Among these wes a three-legged pig which seered to be eble
to get around cleverly. It were vain to attempt to recount
all the things they thought to do for our camfort.. We were
not left alone for e minute. Before dinner if it was necess-
ary for the brother to leave the room one of the sisters took
his place while he was gone, After dinner they were all with
us all the time until we left,.They dbrought us oranges raised
on the farm and read megazine articles to us that they had
found especially interesting. JFrom time to time, or as fast
ag I could smoke them, the brother made me cigars out of home-
grown tobacco which he snid was four years 0ld. When I seemed
to be having poor suocess ir elearing my pipe with a wire
brought along for the purpeose they got me & particularly long,
good broom-straw. They in turn asked our advice adbout every
oonceivable subject eonnected with farming and listened in-
terestedly to amatuers inatrueting professionals. They re-
peatedly urfed us to stay all night and enforoced their argu-
ment by declaring trat the nearcat station on the reilroed
(Havana on the 0.F. and A.) was twelve miles and the roads were
probadly impasseble. They thought we probebly cculd not get
across the sloug: thie pide of the river without swimrinz. When
we urged the importence of our work would make it necessary
for us to pet hore since the continued rain wee going to make
our trip impracticeble, Mr, Andera said 1if we would stey all
night he would take us to town in the rorning, saying he hed
to go in a few day= anyhow and he had as well go then. #e
were unwilling to put him to the trouble es it would very likely
be reining in the mor-ing. Then they all deeclered thLet we
should allow *r. Anders the privilege of driving 24 miles
through the reir and mud to get us safely to the stetion. Now
whkat would you do with people like thet, ¥We insisted thet it
was & lark for us and we rather liked the rain and mud for a
change, When we had at last preveliled an¢ were ready to asy
goodbye (The goodbye of warm persornal friends, mind you), I
was about to lizht 8 final cigar which ¥r. Anders had made for
me, Mr, Andersa observed that my box of matches looked darp.
He immediately insisted on gettir~ me a fresh box and ther at
the suggestion of one of the ladies hunted up & metal bdbox in
which William's ahavingﬂstick comes thirking it wguld keep
R58e Parts Hon  the Thous s He "Bebd BFSK"Raf TR Hotnd M
veranda end turning we saw Mr. Anders running towards us with
2 plate of oranges. ¥e put these in pockets and knapsacks and were
very thankful. Wwe had unkindly refused their of fer to put up
lunch for us and we really hadn't any great supply of food.
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But I have entirely forgotten tc sey anything abcut %¢ very

nice dirner we had. I oouldn't well recall all the gcod things
we had but it was very nice and well served but without the aid
of servants. If we hnd been offered nothing but hoe-cake wnd hominy
it would have been a feast 80 fine and utterly geruire wra the
apirit of hospitality which enriched i1, OCne circumstance should
atrike you as amusine considering thet you t.ave to exiat in the
snow-bound North., OUne aister or the cther was continually en-
gaged through the whole mepl in shocine flies from the tatle with
a newspaper, I was honored, to my surprise end confusicn, by
being given the head of the table. I don't understsand yet why
the master of the house d4id4 not occupy Bis usual vlece., The
brother sat at the side of the table on my left. The sister
drezsed in white sat on my right, next to her was tre lil:zc girl,
and across the tadble maat Henry. 4s soon s I perceived this
arrange-ert I wes seized with @ painful suspicion. 7T have never
been able to explein the fact to my entire smatisf-gtion, but it
is true, nevertheless, that I a~ often duspeoted ty sairengers

of beinz a man, shall [ say, addicted tc, or at lergt able to
pray. The stage settine made me fear that T smas 1t agein. Imred-
lately diaconnacted phramse= like "retirn thanks","bountaous
feast”, "materieal comforts®™, and the like hegan to ciroulate in
my oconsoiousness when 'r. Anders took up -is napkin =na begnn

to unfold it. Be aure 7 lost ro time in followin; thi= ed-irable
example but it was mll of no use. The lilac #irl s~i4 "Professor
will you ask grace”” mnd the fat was in the fire. ¥No T didn't
¢ither, If you thirk I said "Reavenly Father e returr tharks
rbl men-n-m-n-m” you are r'staken, WYo, after all the ; ztter

was very simple, I seid, with tle irprecaive manner uaur' tc

me, when I don't forget, "Let us unite for n mirute {rn cilrng
prayer”. Outwerdly T aupposa thia wsa nbout 1l ¢cf th: ter-
formance except that after givine the silent slpral that -y
prayer was finished and that they might ma well cutl theire shreort
it they were nct acre, I murnured "y pecjle gare .uek rs, ‘rou
know, and this 1e our custom®™, Internal’y, however, the course
of events wpa different. Of coursr T cmn only testify fur my

end of the table. 1 had reached about seventy-five, vher 7
thought "Goodness, you are hurryirp tre count. Bettrr ma-c 1t
125." Before I reech:d the goal, hovever, T thoug' t agrlr "These
peorle are Scoteh and they wont h-ve any respect for r little
squib of a prayer like thfs“. 80 T proceeded nt meeny [roce to
200, I judged by the pleaned countenarce c¢f ry friends sbout

the table thet it wes an acceptable rerformance, - 40 rcot wieh

to flatter myaelf but 7 ¢ ink 4t wrs tre -0O8t successful rraver

1 ever made..

We'l, as T have srid, we finslly escay¢d fro the

kindnesa cf the people T mahould dbe plensed mnd prov! toc call

ny frienda, The trip to Bavana wes no great feat thougs~ 1t wss
suf ficlently wet end ruddy to raxe 1t noteworthy. e pct mround
tre slough, only getting wet to our krees sni stopped for =&
while to wonder at the brimmines river, After dark it we n't

A , V. : T e
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et least three times and took the right turns. At Corcord,
tho it was only 6:30 we met no one in the streets and there
were but few I{gbts in the windows. "e cat on & store porch
for half an hour and ate orsnges and studied trhe mep with the
aid of matches, the renaining fire miles we mode in good time
eand without especiel difficulty except &t Zhaw'e Creek and
here we had no reel difficult{ though & conaideradle creek
erossesg the rosd three times In a ktundred yerdsand there is
no bridge., We welked through the oreek and the walking wss
not bad. It is =mstonishing how easy difficult situstiors
often become wher squarely faccd. Vie arrived at Eavanz st
B8:10. As the train fortunately bappered to be orly er lour
and a querter late we rad only a couple of hcurs to weit. e
passed tre time pleasuntly encugh. The ticket coffice ¢
learned is not oper et night but the steticr. is open erd
lighted. The latter circumstence was lucky for us es se .ere
thus savcd the troutle of btreaking in. .s the .gent Lad rot
oonsiderdd it cold enougr to build a fire we were odbliged to
remedy thia omission ss we wers chilled end wen'ed tc dry our
clothes.. SO after eating a part of our nuta and the rereinder
of our fried bresd and fixings we tock off a reesoneble numter
of our outer germents end proceeded to get dry fror thre irside
Qutward. Th!s necessary procedurc was interrupted tc scre ex-
tert by tle fuot that tk- station =mcens to be ¢ sort cof club-
roor fcr the young men and btoys of the town. Tt is fpecscible
that the meeting that everirg wes fuller then usual threourck
word huving got «cbout sor ewey that twe farour trevelcrs end
exrlorers were ir town., lowever thst may bc 1t was criy e
stort time until every seat was filled end sterdinys roor wie
at & premium, If we oculd have chorged & szell edridzric: we
sbhculd heve made quite & good thing out ¢f the skow, How ver
we did not fail to profit by their presernce., Zore cf ther
were utllized in holding our elothes wkile they driecc arni we
chartered sore of the small boys toc ahow us & jlace where we
oould get a drink of wuter., %e vere cornducted for o occurl. of
blocks and around to cne si:ie of & two-story brick buileirn. .
Here we were shori. a faucel with & tincup wircd tec {t. e
followed inatructlions anq got & drirk. 1 Livn't an iden now
the thing worked. Huvunm is & hamlet and it certainly henn't
waterworks,

Well we finally found ourselves abourd the troin
end as conditions were favoruble we made the seventecr =iles
to Tallahassee in an hour or two, and we werc at home before
ridnight. Yor once Henry got home with both hnt und shoes
tho thls was due to =y persuasion entirelv, I think. Three
or four times alonz the rouad fro-~ the andeis he declur.. he
was going tc throw his hat away. lie sald it was wet ani
dripped water down his neck and besidee it wez full of holea
end wholely unrespectable. I firally succeeded in gettirg
him to keepr it by merely lesughing when he took it off and
threatened to throw it away, and very oarefully refreini:s
from urging *im not to dc {t. "Silence hath her victories as
well as Loguecity"” as somecne has doubtless said. I eculd
fill out this meager mkeleton of the haprenings of our journey-

ing with sore of the things we did that might be consicered
useful dbut I fear these wculd bte less interestings in readirg

than in doing s0 here is the last.



§ 1s Grand Combin
{ i Bourge - 8t., - Pierre
/ ' Aug, 6, 1931

Dear Jessie:

The "Poste” todey brot me quite a mail, yours of July 23
enclosing the lettsrs from Anna, your Aunt Ella and the Ts, among the
Others - and pleased I was - for news from U.S.A., 48 so very soarce
here, - also I like to know all s well with you, since you seer far
away.

* I oan apprediate your Aunt Ella's feeling of being alone,
without the ocare for her father. A8 long as one feels useful it is
much easier to exist. I shall write her this evening also,

It 48 good of you to teke time and troudble to make copies
of my letters, and I appreciate 1t for I do not really finc oprortunity
to write to all those of whom I tEink, anc alsc 1t 15°not womit tro .
time to repsat my experiences. I am ;lad if my letters are really
of interest - they are usually written rather hurriedly.

It 18 good to know that hot weather is over with, and I
hope the rest of the summer will be ‘cre endurable. I em expecting
to feel the shange when I €0 down to the lower altitudes. Am still
wearing one or two sweaters every day, altho I find I ar getting more
accustomed to this o000l air. The te.p. varies greatly sane days.
When the south wind blows, tie "Foehn" they call it, it is quite WaTIlL,
but this always presages ™Mauveis temps". T.:18 week mnearly every dey
has been doubtful. We are noileinp ti.e weather especiall;, as one
of the uay trips over the mte. and into e next valley is scheduled
for the first good day. Anne 1is right in thinking of your father
in oconnection with my experiences hsie. If hLe were as once, it
would be just what he would most enjoy. Incects are rethier rere Lere,
but I have scen several strange orthoptera enl know they would havs
been of much interest to him.

Several more students have arrived in the last twvo weeks,
One, a spescialist in lichens fra: Zurich, and two nice youny lazies
(Mieses Pride) fron Wales, also amother young man from Geneva. So
now 1t is quite a little company. Only one of the .elsh girls ie
interested in Botany, but both like to walk.

I em just now working on the Alpine mosses. There are marny,
and speoies new to ne. When I have finished with thes:, I shall have
rather ocovered the field in a general way - a birds eye view of these
Alpine associations. The lectures are extremely intercstin,, and
excellent practice for understanding French. The formal work will
close on the 15th. I think I shall leave about the 18th or 20th
and go over to the Italien Lekes for a few days, before going up to
the Black Forest in Germany to spend about a w ek, an. then to
Ruremberg, up the RKhine to Cologne and to Paris for a few days before
salling, As I am not quite certain of dates or stopovers, perheps
you better send my mail via Thos. Cook ana Son, lLondon, afte: date of
leaving here, and also to Stea:ier "George ashington" Bailin: 3ept. 10
Cherbourg, France (United Stutee Line) not lster than Sert. 1.
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"./ I em disgusted with sur lLegislature. Your news ooncerming the
JRass 18 of foterest. Also very unfortunate about the #illiams'
“automobile accident, but hope they will both soon recover, tho the
shock is usually the lasting effect, as I know by experiense.

Anna‘s letter is also of interest. Keith is eerteinly a nice
young fellow. I hope he ean got his ocollegec course arransed to suit
him, as he will be one to profit by it, I believe.

: 80 far as I ean learn, times do not seem to be any worse nor
any bettsr in our eountry. Over here, the failure of the Cerman Bank
and the recent "run® on the Bank of England have rather alarmed
people. A bank in Ganeva failed the other week, something unheard
of there before.

Y have resently written to the TLorquests, and am glad to
know Jenks has ocut the gracss inm the grove. So far as little Margot's
bodik is ooncerned 1 am setisfied with the way Dr. Porter disposed of it.
1 suppose Mr, T, will try to do enuf work to earn the balance of money
peid him end some more, but I am pleased to know he has put the new
roofing on the eabin, There was s0 much fruit (peaches, pears,
ané grapes) in prospest, I told Krs. T. I would furnish Jors and sugar
if she would can some of it for me.

Fruit is rather scarce up here in the mounteins, tho the
garden vsgetables are Jjust in their prime, espsoially the lettuce (so
pice and erisp) which we have for dinner every day.

¥uch love to you and kar jorie,
Laursa

P.S. I am unable to find your 4unt Ella's acdre s this evening, and
80 shall enclose the letter to her, asking you to plecse finieh the
address., We are to start on & long duy's trip tomorrow at 7 o'clook
so I must to bed.



S Sunday, Aug. 9, 1930

: This letter 414 not get mailed on the Yth as intended, 80
pow I add a P,B, as reply to yours of July 29th wh, was most weloome
stexday. Also I was glad to have the lews of the Legiaslature's
inal acet ishments tho my epinion sonserning this sessionis un-
ghanged., t has deen axisarable waste of money wh, might have been
saved for _she witove s WEs, 1 On hope it c¢an now bes menaged so the
stats oan be rua on the appropriations end within the income, tho
the surtailing of the eollege 18 very unfeir, I hope it will not be
pecessary %o make the salary suts, - it will be so mueh harder to
raise them again. I 4 the $that you are realizing so.e return
in way of lower insurance, on yow investiment in the mew roof, besides
the feeling that you are now safer from fire - something I have
rether feared for you.

The extra cent on gas and 35% on license fee just adds a
1ittle more to the automobile owier's burden. It seems the easy way
out for finding additicmal revenue. A4lso it is a good thing to eut
the state offiocers salaries, since the rest of us must go on short
rations,

Your news ¢ nserning the Barasota Jr, College dbulletin is

esomforting, as 4% indicates pursuance of their plans, I am depending

on that work as a "life saver" in more ';Is than one mow, It would
scem nearly unbearable to gontinue an aimless living at Inwood after
this. For the Tampa projeet I imagine they will use she high sehool
faculty es at 5t. Pstersburg.

On the 7th we took the trip over one of the mt. ranges into
an pdjacent valley. It was the most interesting, ani also most
strenuous trip yet, slouds end miat and rain were intermittant amd
interfered with oomplete view of the landscape. It was similar to

' development of a photographic film, as the clouds, dissolving, brought

out the scence for a time, sunlight in the gree: valleys very beautiful.
The botanizing was excellent, and the olimb up, &lso descent on oprosite
side, nearly precipitous, quite an advernture. Th> valley is a very wild
and lonely one. We sat on rocks in the rain, t$o eat our lunches. Except
for this stop we were "on the move™ for 10 hours. About 20 minutes
before leaving here, there was a dreadful accident on the Gd.St. B.
road near here, a car, rounding ome of the many sharp ourves, to avoia
a pgoat, skidded and went over a 120 ft. precipice. One man was killed
and the other so injured he 48 probably dead. They pay it is the
first accident of the sort, tho this seems strange as the road is very
narrow and on brink of declivities most of the way. I a:. 8till often
wishing for you as I know you would enjoy lhlis menner of life for a

change.
Agein love to you both.



Beurg-8t-Pierre, Valais, Ewisse
10 July, 1931

Desr quaio:_J

; 1 have rather leeked for & letter from you this week =
soze meil forwarded here sontained a letter from the Thoraquerte
8iving their vereioz of Margot's death,

' I left Geneva last Thursday, a reiny morning, snd was
therefcore zlld that Dr. F, Chodat caxs on the same traim @s it is
hecessary %0 change from train to poetal auto-car at Karsigny, and
it was very he
understeod the
few snd far »

Ry

1 under tho eircumstances $o be with mome one who
y8, 88 in Switserland station porters seea to de
eea (In Italy they swarmed), and aes they do not

the statione, and signs are not eften in Plain view,
bt moxenterily it weuld see, one must maks a grand
ruskh to Wrelongings and self eut - usually you sheve Jour baggage
out of the dow to & porter, - dut ss there were meo portere n!s
Martigny, snd the rein pouring, 4t wae, ag I say, 8 wonderful aid to
have some aip to help me and my things from train to bus.

: - e Baxxx trip up te Bourg-St.Pierre fron Hartigny i o
thrilling and soeniec one, the views down over the velley of the Rhome
* and the/olesing in of the mountaine all very fine even the sean thru
the ra¥n whioch becsme hail and mnow by time we resshsd here, abont s
Bile above sea level. Alpo it wee a8 00ld e winter time 4t geemed,
1 wore & lined jacket and 11insd coxt and none too warm. “he rsin
eontjmued ell of thet déy, but 1t oleared off the mext mornin; end
glorious weather e£inse would be hard to f£ind &nywhere - gcol
even to slivering, dut tonic snd pure alr, and sunehine Juset weri
enuf to be comfortabdble. These people keeop dcore eand windowr open
8ll of the time. The oards enclosed will ghow you uy pregent gurround-
inge but cannot give the beamuty of the scaenery with all the greene of
mesdowe, trees, and the rushing mountein gtreame, waterfalle, cte. The
dlps in thir eorner of Switserland remch their higheet end mort rugged
doevelopment, Bourg-St.Plerre 1ie very ola, - over 1000 Years or iore,
88 it was a principal town on this route over the mar ¢f the Grand
8t. Bernard, which has been ucsed esince Roman timep meg the ohief rowud
from Italy snd the Eart to Yorthen Rurope, Alro over this rorg
dapolean brought his srmy, and Bourg-5t, Pierre weer one of his etopping
lsces. But today 4t 1r a village of annient bvuildinpe, dnbred frui-
iee, and old onrtoms. Ané yet they have elestric lights! - magde
posgible by the waterfalls,

Thie hotel 1g primitive in etruoture and furniehings, bt
entirely eoufortable and the meals gool snuf. Since none of the
people about the hotel epeak knglish, 1 um conetrsined to mexe uge of
811l the French I e&n muster. The Chodate have a ohelet built on site
of &n old eastle or ohateau, whigk they use ap &8 summer home.

The alpine gerden on slipese of the hill on whioh the
ladoretory is looated, is 2 real rock geérden and extremaly becutiful
end interesting ar here are eollssted sbout 1000 epecies of Alpine plante -
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. ey Row in Bloom, & guite wenderful show, 3But I am most sdeorbed im the

z '9=§cra of the ::3-: immedistely about here, and have been sy svery day
“eo0lleeting, ilantityiati snd meking spesimens of sertain emes. The weriety
de amasing. Altho I have slresldy male what seems like a hr{o asquasintance
o ROV OReB constantly eome into view, All very fucinatinmg. Alsc we have

xta daily trips to study mesdov sssesiations, and teday far up s mountainm

or the Alpine meadow ts, - 8ls9 legtures en the n;l:g. mos ¢t {nter-

sting. Sext veek wo shall take 8 $rip to the pass o Grand :

8t. Barnard, sbout 8000 adeve pea level, and here sece the flors of the
meliing snow, I feel I am having & wonderful eopportunity to thus get seme
real knowiedge and first hanmd acquaintance with this ecuatyy, such as touriet

" pever realisze. Bus loads and osrs full of them pess here 8aily.

A It will be & pummer without & summer (such se we ¥novw) for me,
snd ] wish yeu oould have some of this coolness - it i3 what you would like,
Nowever I hope it 18 not such a hot sumner as usual, the the Thornquests
letter paid 1t been dry.

o ¥1t¥ mmch leve to yon snd Marjorie,

. e
- ¥ Laure

e X

- ey - en

"bc follewing were on baoke of portdarde:

& "The landlsdy sa‘d ghe ghve rme the warreet room they have - as
the oLigney from kitehen [two stories delow) rune ur the walls, Xven se 1
find the feather bed ecmfort, whish har bheen too war:m evar sinoe I firet
encountered it im Germany, is here not only enduradle dut moet somfortabdle.
The house iz built with walle about 2 ft. thick, and gtepe sre of stone,
also a5 upsual it is on several levels, s0 I come up a ptairs and then down
to ;ut.:o my roocm. The view from my window 41e of near mountsine, with a
snow pekk to the left, and & rwshing, roering little stream delow the windcv.,

"Thie showe the villapge 0f Bourg-St-Fierre. It ie situated
around the bend of the road scer In baokground of ofrd no,l. The ehurch 4s
very 0ld, and the streets very narrow. Thea bur oould barely get thru some
of them, especially to turn the eornere. The houses &-¢ &1l with "Chalet
roofe™ - roofs made of flat mtonee laid on 4in such & wWay &8 t0 br rain and
wind preof. However there is a daifyuwmil -
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S Pourg=Ste=Tiorre, Valais, Suisse
- i 16 July, 1831

My dear Jessis:

Glad to have your lettsr of June 30th, I think 1t betisr
to ountimue seading letters via the Jook & CO,, London mddre:rs, 86
when I leave here, it will be simpler %o not%ify ther, and thus fer
they have been te proupt i for-arding my mail I &hink.

Am sorry you have Lad %0 en ure such extiremely het woutner,
but hope it is over with by this time. Ky brotier alsc writes of sas
sort and sends elipping eoneerning fetalities due to it in tie na th,
Well, I should 1ike to senf you mome of this elinate for summer, oOr
batser still, have you hers, for 1 knov it would suit you. Yest r.ay,
we lived "im the olouds” most of the $ime as thoy were low em the
mountains, like a thiek fog, and # ehilly 1 wore twe woollen (knit)
swecters and a treneh scat an’ was BONS $00 Warn, In tus salon of
this Yittle hotel there is a fuany metal stove, (all their stoves
here peEm %0 b‘km aguare alffairs, scsc of thu) 4rn. mhiel shey put
"800 npﬂr and Lnd.il.nga ané eell ll-_l firee Dut 1 spend little
tine therce, In faet I sm $rying %o got my:colf "hardened” o t e colder
Sempersturs, #c every moraing 1 Sake a ®oli ¢ bath with »indow
vide open. Sometimss it mmkes me gusp Dut I $hink the reaotion good,
as My troublsscie eold is mov but a remuant, tho I ax quive sure I
had soxme sort of a pneumonia, « for ssveral daye & high fever, - 80
am glaC %o be rid of 4%,

Day before yestorday we took & $rip up above the trus
limit, to study she upper meadew, The freil thru the woeds, (spruoce
ani soxe largh) wns beautiful, al.ng & stesp roek gorpe muo. o7 tue
wmy, and e planties very intercsting of sourse. The Lipk meadoss
are where they now keap thair eattle, while they make hay fron tis
lcwer meeadcws for the winter feed. i younr mui. frop Coneve who is
intsreosted ix the hortioculture side of dotsny, ard I, ars the only
ugtendies” at the laboratory this summer, lie an’ I are ale- tno
only regular boardere at this hoteles It is a etation for rembsrs of
the Club, =0 we frequently have trenslionte, uc .11y welcre,
Einge the youns man cannot speak a word of nglist, mer can tke pecple
wlg pperate the hotel, 1 ax eenstrined to use ull {110 Freach 1 oun
muster, and it is qni‘n fun,

The 0l1d professor Chodate (pére) is . very i:terestin
zan, FEe has been in the U5, fron R.Y. %o Califormie, apout 4 joers
mgo, au¢ his odservations ané opinions eoncernin; us are extre ol
dnterestings Also he uses very delightful tnrlisk, so 1 en -y
hearing him, Ee¢ has given me muoh information ecneerning Switrorland's
history, govermment, ®to, He is no longor uble t¢ tuke the fislc trips
dbut his knorledce of the flora §s insexhnustible., Th: #0R 15 &« 6X~-
eollont botanist, a«nd is &n interestin. youn: man., They all live in
their shalet her during the sum.er, the futhor, twe dau htore witl
%vo chiliren each, an:i the son u‘itﬁ his »ifec anc ¢wo 6hil.ren,- cuite
a family, They are vory devoted Genevess.- 1t £ &= 8 tis peoil of
ecc: eanton im Switzerland aro quite distirct units, muc: more & tian
our states,

Sunday, 1%th July -
wince writio tho above 1 have . 8o o rothc: unue . 1 sx-
periences, The weather being fine on Firluuy, Lre Chount (fila;, L.0
young swiss botanist, ani 1 startel at 10 o'c. foi Sha (re & l.5erAre,
tuking dmapsack3, plant yreuss, varsulun,cto.
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SN It is ut 34 kilomcters §n distanes (net s far in miles),
but it is uphill (and some of 4t S¢ 3teep) all of $h. way, sinee
the ascent is o over 3000 rt, did net keep %0 the read, dut
slmbered over the recks ef the ¢ ] s, and al e gorge

81des, ste, wWhorever neceasary to find the t8 vo ware for,

We ats our lunch sn a knoll ‘e frem the keon wind (and

$ke lunch given us by eur {otol 1 7 sontained seme ]

smn, dseropit affairs, buts still and I find rethor
wishing for a geod one quite eftem) surreunded » Seresting . .
Alpire plants, Continuing, ve pas W deyond the and sehrvd
lou‘m&‘lntothem‘row Fass among the Nr‘n.bomt

grix™, then asross an expanse of saow and 0 rea Bospies o o+
about 4§30 y having eollscted maRy Rev (%o me : go’ d g -

is over a fhousand years old aud 18 & menas rg‘
monks bave fwmnished free food and } to wavelers, bug sinee

the oute has become an auntomodile the srowds of nade 4%
negessury $0 turn ens of the il % & Motel; Mowever sinee

the Chodats are en friendly tarzs wi jhe monks, and Mave Deen going
to the .hospise with their students Lo pmn ".n xesption was made
a

and we were woleomed into the Hosplé®, intaresting
dange » the buildin: {tsclf inside of sueh o emstrustion,
we about 5 fte thick, On entering you . sord gmos., A
priest respenis, In this euss the 1 iest to be
well imcwn te Dre Ghodat, and s0 we Were seex gr with “shamburs™,
the guest rooms

I encloss a pioture which will flliafaate what m{.

are like, exoopt that now there ar msquite nels over the deds, &
thqro_.”n 0 ne mosquitoes, SR Yean has 3 beds and wasli-
stands,’ 8%0¢; 80 I almost felt as 90 I had an apartment, | trrﬁﬁ:
was soripnlously slean, and plenty eof m bedelothes, and fhesec

were negdedu, as aftar sunset, it t freexing ecld., Ve

wers geyved A vsry plain but £ood warm gupper in the "salle de ranger®
(a1l guest quartors are sspsrated by iren grilles in the Ralls frox
ths priests quartnrai, and after we Mad finished, the priest whe
bhad resoived ms ea:m iato the dining reom mnd got out a Bot of Char-
treuse wine and served us esoh 509, Then tha man servitor drot ia
after Aimner esffeec which the priest §lse nhad with ws, Then Mo got
Eape sp. desoribed the trip so Tibet wlie: he had Just retwrned,
having lsft here last NHovember for a place in Tides where m}holiu
have & mission, Altho all his explamation: were im Freuch found

it mast interesting, ani so tke evening passed quiekly, tho all

Bo 0ld mud lmrtntir yrimitive, the Heepice i3 now equipped witk:
running water, eleetrie light, steam hoat, As the bed, whiesl. I

shose 50 sleep in, was most eomfortadle, I seon went to sleep and wnas
araksred by a bedl ringing at 51950, .l.har that, bells rang most of
$he tiue, for dreakfust, their mom services, ete, I su 8o Thay
have a quite elaborate church, alse & Lidrary and Muse'm under one
roof. ‘fur little gu-t rot et 8 0'¢, for dejouner (Pread and svoes
butter, igoffee or eshooclate, and sous Port of Jam), amd then wo were
soon a_tl; eld, going over into Italy for %he morning, and fimding a

quitc different flora. 1 wish you e0wld mses tho array of flowers ¢
blue, yellow, pink, purple, viclets, eolumbines, dnizies, butterocups,
gentimng, harebslls, etc, eta. I ressing speci ens of rany anmd
hope sore of $hen I‘Ill retaln their @@jers,

..., After lunck and scme ted M be,an our return srip,w ioh _
of Sqursé, We :1ude in a few hours, a¥ {¥W was dewn!1ll all the way, and
not kuok colleaoting to de done, i’m wholv trip wus the best enc f
haye taken in years. I tiot of how your fasher would ence have sn-
doyel 1%, I wes ¢lud to find rnysnelf still equal te she walkin;, It
was & pretty good test, but I ¢id not feel the leass fagged, ¢, 0 4t has

boes y&idy & dey einee I huwe had a : ' ;
and piw:wats namfast for wallkine. wrip fqual %o ﬁ»b‘“ t.8 weatler



The méuntain shoes weigh about two or $hree pounds eask and
the smallest I oould get were o mush %0 bix I have t0 wear two pairs
of stookings (one weolem), and also have a peir of insoles to keeg
ther: en, They are studded with nails anc are sertainly effioient for
walking over roeks, aul elimbing Wuliers, and mounsain sicdes,

: They still raisc the 8%, Bernard dogr and get Quite an insome
frox. selling 4o;s for whish of sewrse they get fino priees, Thers were
& dozen Oor ®6 of the by, fellows (mest of them gounﬁ'enou) about, It
zees the resl) St, Ba¢ a: ¢ very shorthairec, n the outside of the
Hosploe a wark shows the decpest snow they Lave Lad - about 50 ft, It
mst pe a terrible plase in wintere During summer, $very roud day,
thare are soores of ears an: buses QAITryin: sourists - pundre s are fod

at the hoteal, Fe met several partics of women walking. Noet of
Shenm wore Enclish women, en¢ group wae frox Seotlanc, 48 the vy were
intergstod in the flowers, 1 ¢ot into eauzmunisutien with thex,

Inmuf, you will say, for ehael Love %o you both,

Llawra,

g ; e =i - -
The followin: were ou the bagk of pestaards Lsura ernclosed;

®+6 ocare up to the Fospiee frer: the oprosits side shown in this
pleture and the snow $here was still about a foct deosps By golrn around
the 1ittle luke, one emtors Italy, The Italian ousto- offieiala are very
striet uuder Mussolini's zeci-e and as 1 hsu not takan ny fnss;art | ]
h?d n:i: 1ittle redtape as tiey rather suspeot:d our dotanical para-
Phernslia,”

Or pilcture of Hoapioe:

"Alt.o the: uake no definite eharpyo fo: foo. . 1o.4n, , of
soursé Xx one puts intc a little Dox et 1 - :tr .co ¥lat }a t inks
ke should pay."

Cn pieture of flowers: A y

“The eclors of the flowars in $iis Pieture are quit: reiurel.
Therc are ¥ary wery d 4.kt occlors - Yorgetrnutots and Centiane are the
blue cneg; Cacpan the purlish ones; .yolu.ons are Pink; frirrc.es
yellow; !Galwiss white, and the orange 0oluicd composite louke like
llleraciur dmantiscun, while the yallewr o.c @40 blesy aInlca, the brown
heals pne 48 an o:cﬁié, Xlgietella Kirru - gll a art of ¢.5 xlpine
Leudow flora - and m&ny, LANY MOTe,"



